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The 2014 season has gone from one of great promise to one of great discontentment 
from fans in a matter of two weeks following a 28-24 loss to Minnesota. 
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From 8-man teammates at Giltner High School to opponents in Friday’s lowa vs. 
Nebraska game, NU‘s Logan Rath and lowa’s Drew Ott have made Hornets proud. 
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ON THE COVER 

Senior offensive lineman and captain Jake Cotton walks 
off Tom Osborne Field at Memorial Stadium for the final 
time following the 28-24 loss to Minnesota. The Huskers 
led 21-7 at one point, but a pair of costly fumbles while 
Nebraska was driving proved too much to overcome. NU 
is now officially eliminated from the Big Ten title game 
and must travel to lowa on a short week. 
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2014 TURNING INTO 
ANOTHER SEASON 


OF UNREALIZED GOALS 
LATE TWO-GAME SKID 
HAS HUSKERS LIMPING 
INTO IOWA CONTEST 


Following an 8-1 start, Nebraska has now 
lost two games in a row, guaranteeing that the 
football team will finish with at least three 
losses for the] 3th-consecutive season — not 
since Frank Solich went I 1-2 in 2001 has NU 
had fewer than three defeats in a season. 

Solich was fired after going 9-3 in 2003 
and defensive coordinator Bo Pelini coached 
the team to a win over Michigan State in the 
Alamo to finish that year with a 10-3 mark. 

No team since then coach by Bill Callahan 
or Pelini has had as good of record. 

Nebraska will have to win its regular-sea- 
son finale at lowa and a bow! game to equal 
that mark this season. For that to happen, Ne- 
braska’s continued tumover problems, failure 
to respond to adversity and inability to put 
teams away will have to be corrected. Those 
three areas came back to bite the Huskers 
again in the to Minnesota loss on Senior Day 
at Memorial Stadium. 

Late in the second quarter, Nebraska had 
a comfortable 21-7 lead and a 25-yard com- 
pletion to De’Mormay Pierson-E] moved the 
ball to the 11-yard line. However on the play, 
Pierson-El had the ball stripped away and 
Minnesota’s Damarius Travis recoved. The 
Golden Gophers failed to put any points on 
the board, the momentun had shifted. 

The Minnesota momentum continued to 
grow in the second halfas the Huskers got the 
ball first and went three and out. A 37-yard 
punt and a 12-yard return set the Gophers up 
at the NU 35-yard line. You could just feel the 
pressure on Nebraska growing and the doubt 
start to creep in much like the Wisconsin 
game when the Badgers reeled off 56-straight 


7 


twitter.com/Darrenivy1 


points to erase a 17-3 Nebraska lead. 

The Huskers completed just | of 6 third- 
down chances in the second half after making 
5 of 7 in the first half. Meanwhile the Golden 
Gophers made 3 of 5 third-down conversions 
and a key 19-yard touchdown mun on fourth 
down and | that brought the Gophers within 
three points going into the fourth quarter. In 
the fourth quarter, NU’s defense was unable 
to get off the field on Minnesota’s game-win- 
ning drive. Meanwhile the offense mounted 
one last rally in the final two minutes, but nar- 
rowly misconnected on a long throw to the 
endzone, much like in the five-point loss to 
Michigan State, and then turned the ball over 
on the next play after getting down to the two- 
yard line. 

The crowd at Memonal Stadium was 
just stunned and speechless, wondering how 
this could be happening yet again when two 
weeks ago, the Huskers were thinking they 
had an outside shot at maybe making the 
BCS Playolfif everything went just right. 

The last-minute heroics have dried up 
this year as NU has now dropped two close 
games as well as the big blowout loss to Wis- 
consin. It has taken a toll not only on fans, but 
the players and coaches, who so desperately 
want to bring at least a conference champion- 
ship back to Lincoln for the first time since 
1999, 

“Effort-wise, they're good kids who want 
to win,” Pelini said Saturday. “They're going 
to play hard and fight. But we’ve got to play 
smarter and execute at a higher level or we'll 
get the same result.” 

The best case scenano for NU is to win 
its final two games and finish 10-3. Anything 
less would have to be considered a failure and 
leave athletic director Shawn Eichorst and 
fans wondering if new leadership might be 
needed after seven years of four-loss football. 
The longer NU is irrelevant on the national 
scene, the more fans will be like the one who 
has grown accustomed to defeat. 
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Senior Day Nightmares for Cornhuskers 


PHOTOS BY JIMMY RASH & MITCH OTTO/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
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i344 is shade 


Clockwise from bottom left: Jason and Heather Martineck from Hubbard came to the Minnesota game 
to celebrate Heather's birthday. Members of the Krohn clan from left: Isaac, 6, of Kansas City, Mo., Pe- 
ter, 12, of Fort Collins, Colo., Olivia, 11, of Kingsley, lowa), Sarah, 9, of Fort Collins, Lauren, 11, of Kings- 
ley, lowa, and Elyn, 10, of Kingsley, lowa, joined up by the Columns to enjoy the Husker game. Jenney 
Stephens and Christine Stepka from Minnesota wear overall to the Nebraska vs. Minnesota game. The 
Boneyard cheered on the Huskers in the final home game of the 2014 season. The Hughart fam- 
ily —- Don, Katie, Vickie and Annie - from Crawford came to Lincoln to enjoy their first Husker game. 
Some of the Marines who participated in the annual Toys for Tots at Memorial Stadium include from left: 
Sgt. L. White of Seward, Lance Cpl. R. Gueuara of Council Bluffs, Sgt. K. Bergstrom of Omaha, Lance Cpl. 
A. Prokop of Lincoln), Sgt. D. Pasonault of Columbus, Sgt. A. Dalendesh of Lacross, Wisconsin, Lance Cpl. 
A. Shipman of Superior, Lance Cpl. M. Beltran of Lincoln, Lance Cpl. L. Walker of Hastings, Lance Cpl. S. 
Robles and Staff Sgt. S. Mortensen of Kearney. Brian Robinson and his son Dominic, 9, from Lincoln came 
to enjoy the Minnesota game. A fan poses with Dan Whitney, aka Larry the Cable Guy, before the Husker 
game. Ruth and Brian Jensen came up from Dallas, Texas to enjoy a Husker game and represent the North 
Texas Nebraskans. There are approximately 250 members in the fan organization. 
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De’ Mornay, Pierson-El hasithe ball stripped _ 


waway.fromihim by Minnesota’sBrien, Boddy, 

| Galhoun inthe final twominutes of the. game 

STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN 
nconsistency, injuries and 
two key turnovers hampered 
Nebraska’s offense during a 
28-24 Big Ten Conference loss 
to Minnesota. 

Most notably, two lost fumbles by 
DeMornay Pierson-El were critical. The 
first came after the freshman wide receiver 
had a 25-yard reception to the Minnesota 
11-yard line, but fumbled with 21 seconds 
left in the second quarter and Nebraska 
leading 21-7. 

Pierson-El’s second lost fumble ended 
the Huskers’ final drive at the Gophers’ 2 
with 1:19 to play and Nebraska trailing by 
four. Even if Pierson-E] hadn’t fumbled, 
his 28-yard reception would’ ve been nul- 
lified by an illegal-touching penalty on 
Nebraska. 


‘ove C 


“When I was coming down, he was right 
there,” Pierson-El said of his second lost 
fumble. “He just got the better of it. I can’t 
do anything — have to live with it.” 

Nebraska offensive coordinator Tim 
Beck said Pierson was just trying to make 
a play. 

But that was, “two turnovers (against) a 
team that doesn’t turn it over,” Beck said. 
“You don’t get many touches (against Min- 
nesota). You can’t do that against a team 
like this.” 

Nebraska’s offense was also hampered 
by injuries early in the contest. Senior 
center Mark Pelini had to be helped off the 
field after suffering an ankle injury on Ne- 
braska’s first play and senior wide receiver 
Kenny Bell left the game with a possible 
concussion after a 73-yard reception on the 
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Huskers’ third offensive snap. 

Beck said injuries aren’t an excuse. 

“There are other guys here on scholar- 
ship and there are other guys here who are 
good football players for us,” Beck said. 
“They've got to go in there and play. That’s 
why they’re here.” 

Nebraska was outgained by Minnesota 
416-397 in total yardage. The Huskers’ of- 
fense was responsible for scoring just three 
points in the final 40:57 and gained only 
164 total yards in the second half. 

“I just thought we were really inconsist- 
ent,” Beck said. “There were times when 
we ran the ball (and) looked like a million 
dollars and then we couldn’t run the ball. 
And then there were times we could pass- 
protect and throw it and catch it and other 
times we couldn't.” 


MINNESOTA); )72.° — oT 


NU can not hold onto 21-7 lead after TD return 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


etting his name in Ne- 
braska’s record book 


did little to soften the | 
blow of the Cornhusk- - 


ers’ 28-24 loss to Min- 
nesota for sophomore safety Nate Gerry. 


With Minnesota trying to cut its defi- 


cit to 14-10 with a 30-yard field-goal 
attempt by Ryan Santoso, Gerry came 


up with what could’ve been the play of | 


the game for Nebraska. After teammate 
Randy Gregory blocked the field-goal 


try, Gerry scooped up the loose football | 


and returned it 85 yards for a touchdown, 
putting the Huskers ahead 21-7 with 5:18 
to play in the second quarter at Memorial 
Stadium. 

“I thought it was just all-around great 


defense,” Gerry said of the field-goal _ 
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block. “A lineman got up front. They got 


a good push. I didn’t really see the block, 
but the ball was lying on the ground and | 
' provided by Gerry’s TD wasn’t enough, 


[ just scooped and scored. 


“I saw (Corey Cooper) and (Josh 


Mitchell) — everybody — out front run- 


ning and just trying to set up blocks and | 
I think I saw about three pancakes on the | 


blocks.” 


According to records dating back to | 
1966, Gerry’s 85-yard blocked field-goal . 
return for a TD is believed to be a first - 
in Nebraska football history. It was the | 


first blocked kick taken back for a score 
of any type by the Huskers since Justin 
Blatchford returned a blocked punt for a 
TD at Baylor in 2009. 

Gerry, who has recorded a team-best 
four interceptions on the season, finished 


second on the squad with 11 total tack- 
les against Minnesota. He also had two 
pass break-ups. The momentum boost 


however, as Nebraska managed to score 
just three more points in the game’s final 
41 minutes and Minnesota rallied for the 
win. The Gophers had 416 total yards, 
including 281 net yards rushing. 

While Minnesota’s rushing total paled 
in comparison to the school-record 581 
ground yards given up by Nebraska in a 
59-24 loss at Wisconsin on Nov. 15, the 
Gophers averaged 5.3 yards per rush. 

“When we should have been tackling 
at the line of scrimmage or in the back- 
field, they were getting 4 or 5 yards,” 
Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said. “That’s 
a bad recipe. It’s a recipe for disaster.” 


Sic Root 


sat Aaron Taye 


Gerry. 85 
yards for a touchdown as Trevor Roach (43) 
and Josh Mitchell'(5) celebrate behind him. 


MINNESOTA 


‘Gophers spoil senior day with 28-24 win 


Huskers fail to stop run, turn 
Z A. ; 


ay ab. 


STORY BY LANNY HOLSTEIN | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


lot of the mistakes looked 

the same, Saturday in 

Nebraska’s 28-24 loss to 

Minnesota. Although the 

game could have been 

won on the team’s final 
drive, much of the story was the same as 
a week ago. 

The Huskers struggled to get much 
going in the running game with a banged 
up Ameer Abdullah in the backfield and 
an ineffective group of offensive line- 
men. When offensive coordinator Tim 
Beck turned to quarterback Tommy Arm- 
strong, the sophomore actually responded 
impressively, but even his 12-of-19 day 
through the air was dampened by a pair of 
De’Mornay Pierson-El fumbles at the end 
of a couple completions. 

“| thought Tommy played better. I re- 
ally did,” Beck said. “I thought he played 
smarter, more consistent. It looked like. 
without looking at the film, that he made 
better decisions than he did the last few 
weeks.” 

The Pierson-E] fumbles came at the end 
of the first half on the Minnesota 11-yard 
line and on Nebraska’s final possession as 

they were trying to take the lead on the Go- 


pher two-yard line. Each came immediately 
following a catch as the receiver tried to tuck 
the ball and get up field. 

“He was just going to go out there and 
make some plays. What can you say?” Beck 
said. “When you turn it over twice against a 
team that doesn’t turn it over, you don’t get 
many chances. You can’t do that.” 

Nebraska actually jumped out to an early 
21-7 lead that held at halftime. They got there 
ona broken play 73-yard pass from Armstrong 
to senior wide out Kenny Bell, setting up a 
2-yard Ameer Abdullah touchdown run, and 
an 85-yard Nate Gerry return on the blocked 
field goal by Randy Gregory. 

“T thought it was just all-around great de- 
fense,” Gerry said of the return. “A lineman 
got up front. They got a good push. | didn’t 
really see the block but the ball was laying on 
the ground, and I just scooped and scored.” 

Minnesota took over in the second half. 
capitalizing on the running success that they 
got started in the first half. The Gophers out- 
scored the Huskers 21-3 in the final 30 min- 
utes of play, and ended with 281 yards on the 
ground. 

“There were different guys making differ- 
ent errors,” Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said. 
“If you play undisciplined and don’t handle 
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ball over at critical points 


your responsibility, you're going to struggle. It 
happened way too many times when we were 
there.” 

Combine Saturday’s performance with that 
of a week prior against Wisconsin, in which 
the team allowed 581 yards on the ground to 
Melvin Gordon and crew, and there appears 
to be a recipe for Nebraska’s destruction out 
there. Pelini said after the game that he saw 
this coming. 

“] said it about three weeks ago. I said some 
of the things that are plaguing us haven’t hurt 
us up to this point,” Pelini said. “These last 
two weeks it hurt us. | mean it’s as simple as 
that. We’re not executing at a high enough of 
a level.” 

In brief, inconsistency is Nebraska’s prob- 
lem, according to the coach. It’s been there for 
weeks, but the competition ramped up as of 
late, and the results show that. 

“Sometimes you can get away with it, 
sometimes you can’t,” Pelini said. “We al- 
most got away with it today. It wouldn’t have 
changed with where we are. Had De’ Mornay 
(Pierson-El) caught the ball and went in and 
scored, we would have won the football game 
and maybe felt better about it. But from my 
standpoint, that wouldn’t change how I look 
at it.” 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: nebraska slogged through a day where it ran for 


only 174 yards and couldn't quite sustain drives long enough to consistently 
lead to points. The Huskers tried to embrace the running games a few times but 
the big plays for Nebraska came in the air or by special teams. Ameer Abdullah's 
last home game included a touchdown, a 29-yard run and ended just shy of 100 yards. 
Nebraska didn’t try to lean on him, even when the team’s offense was struggling in the 
second half. The huskers still ran for a solid 4.6 yards per carry, but it wasn’t enough. 
The lone bright spot for the run game was Nebraska didn’t fumble on any running 
plays. Ball security was at a premium after the previous week. — Michael Bruntz 


PASSING OFFENSE: this was Tommy Armstrong's best game in the 


conference season, The quarterback hit on a couple big passes to Kenny Bell and 
DeMornay Pierson-El in the first half, before going quiet until late in the fourth 
quarter. When Nebraska needed to pass the throws were there late. He was tanta- 
lizingly close to a go-ahead score on a throw to Westerkamp that was just a bit high and 
he made the right read when extending a play for Pierson-El to get open, even if the 
result ended poorly, NU's pass protection wasn’t great on Saturday. The Huskers yielded 
four sacks and at times it was a struggle to keep the pocket clean for Armstrong. — 
Michael Bruntz 
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RUSHING DEFENSE: For the second-straight week, Nebraska couldn't 


stop the run. Against Wisconsin, it was a flash of quick, big plays that added up. 
Against Minnesota it was a slow bleed. Nebraska didn’t have an answer for the 
Golden Gophers use of the zone read game, and got caught out of position when 
it mattered ~ a prime example being Minnesota's 19-yard touchdown run in the third 
quarter on fourth and one where Nebraska was badly beaten. What was more shocking 
was the 111 yards and two touchdowns that Nebraska gave up to quarterback Mitch 
Leidner. Leidner actually ran for 133 yards on the ground, but lost 22 yards due to sack 
yardage. - Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: one of the big questions for Nebraska coming into 


the game was whether the Huskers would be able to match up with tight end Maxx 
Williams. Williams caught three passes for 45 yards, and Nebraska did a nice job of 
bottling up Minnesota’s bootleg game. The Huskers allowed two big third down 
conversions in the second half that extended drives. The biggest dagger was a 38-yard 
completion on third down that continued the Gophers’ game winning drive. — Michael 
Bruntz 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: tnebraska’s special teams units once 


again came up with the biggest play of the game for the Huskers, blocking a punt 

and returning it 85 yards for a touchdown. The play gave Nebraska a 21-7 lead 
going into the half and have the Huskers a little momentum. Nebraska did good 
enough in the field position game, though the Huskers didn’t get the benefit of its stellar 
punt return unit on a windy day in Lincoln. — Michael Bruntz 


Quoting Nebraska quarterback Tommy 
Armstrong on team’s mood coming off field: 


10 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | NOVEMBER 28, 2014 


BECK DEFENDS FOURTH 


QUARTER PLAY CALL 

Tim Beck’s decision to try a play-action pass early 
in the fourth quarter on second-and-one on the Min- 
nesota 41 drew the ire of many Husker fans when the 
play resulted in a sack. 

After the game, the coach defended his call, say- 
ing that he might have tried something more straight 
ahead had he known the protection would be as poor 
as it was, but hindsight is 20-20, and foresight isn’t. 

“Their safeties had been down, and I think we had 
run it 17-straight plays before that, so we were trying 
to take a shot over the top,” Beck said. “The safeties 
were about two yards from the line of scrimmage, but 
we just didn’t protect very well, and we got sacked.” 

In reality, the Huskers had run the football on 16 


| of the previous 17 plays, but the idea is the same. The 


Gophers were daring the Huskers to throw it with the 
way they were playing the run all game. 

“We hadn't thrown it much in the last couple 
games, and [ thought they would really be trying 
to stop the run, which they were,” Beck said. “So it 
opened up some passing lanes for us. At some point, 
you have to have a little bit of a throwing game to win 
ball games.” 


BELL'S EARLY INJURY HURT OFFENSE 

The Husker offense wasn’t as sharp as coordinator 
Tim Beck would have liked it Saturday, but a big part 
of that was the loss of big-play wide receiver Kenny 
Bell to a head injury in the first quarter. 

“It’s always tough to lose a guy like Kenny. You 
can see when he’s in there that he makes a lot of big 
plays for us,” Beck said. “He’s done that throughout 
his career, so you lose a lot of ability. You lose the 
deep threat and the coverage starts clamping down a 
lot more on you. The field squeezes down.” 

Jordan Westerkamp and De*’Mornay Pierson-El 
took over the role of lead receiver when Bell went 
down. The sophomore caught five balls for 47-yards 
and the true freshman hauled in four more for 87 
yards, Lane Hovey and Alonzo Moore were also used 
as the men in Bell’s position in the formation, They 
combined for two catches and 16 yards. 


SENIOR SENDOFF FOR 14 PLAYERS 

It wasn't exactly the sendoff that they wanted to 
receive, but nonetheless, Nebraska did bid 14 seniors 
ado in Saturday’s 28-24 loss. 

“It sucks, but I'm proud of the guys,” senior guard 
Jake Cotton said after the game. “We fought until the 
end. We went out for that last drive, and I wouldn't 


| rather have anybody else out there with me going in 


there with three minutes left. down four.” 
The Huskers couldn't quite get that drive to pay 
dirt for a storybook finish, but the day was still mem- 


orable for Cotton and his mates. The big of- 
fensive lineman lingered a little longer than 
normal, and he shed a few tears as he exited 
the field for the final time. 

“This place has meant a lot to me and my 
family, so walking off the field is going to 
emotional for the last time,” he said. 

Injuries hit a couple seniors in their final 
home games as well. Wide receiver Kenny 
Bell and center Mark Pelini were in the start- 
ing lineup, but they didn’t make it past the first 
drive, Bell with a concussion and Pelini with 
what was described as a high ankle sprain. 

“It’s unfortunate because those guys have 
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busted their tail for four and five years,” Cot- 
ton said. “For them not to get the opportunity 
to bust their ass one more time is unfortunate. 
It’s too bad, but they will be back for the rest 
of the season.” 


Nebraska quarterback Tommy Armstrong 
had his best day throwing the ball since early 
in the season, at least statistically, against Min- 
nesota. The sophomore took to heart a mes- 
sage his coach had for him earlier in the week. 

“They just told me just go back to your high 
school days to where you had fun with your 


Kenny Bell is helped off the field 
after suffering a concussion while 
being tackled at the end of his 
73-yard catch in the first quarter. 


guys and just enjoy the time that you had on 
the field,” he said. “I think that’s what I mainly 
just wanted to do.” 

Armstrong completed 12 of his 19 passes 
in the game for 223 yards and a touchdown to 
De’ Mornay Pierson-E]. 

“| kind of got into my old ways of just 
thinking about myself and going out there and 
having fun with those guys,” he said. “I think 
that talking to Coach Beck (Tim) and Coach 
Bo (Pelini) and my mom, they said to go out 
there and have fun, be carefree and not worry 
about what’s going on. Just going out there 
and having fun is what I did.” 
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: MALIEK COLLINS (7) CHASES DOWN MINNESOTA QUARTERBACK MITCH LEIDNER. JOSH MITCHELL (5), GREG 
MCMULLEN (90) AND NATE GERRY (25) BRING DOWN MITCH LEIDNER. DE’MORNAY PIERSON-EL REACHES FOR THE ENDZONE FOR NE- 
BRASKA’S SECOND SCORE. THE OFFICIALS REVIEWED IT BUT CONFIRMED THAT HE FUMBLED AFTER HE CROSS THE GOAL LINE GIVING NU 
AN EARLY 14-7 LEAD. BRANDON REILLY SIGNALS A FIRST DOWN AFTER JORDAN WESTERKAMP MADE A FIRST DOWN. ZAIRE ANDERSON 
(13) AND COREY COOPER CHASE DOWN MINNESOTA'S DAVID COBB. AMEER ABDULLAH RAN FOR 98 YARDS AND A SCORE IN HIS FINAL 
HOME GAME. IMANI CROSS RUNS FOR A SHORT GAIN AGAINST THE GOLDEN GOPHERS. HE FINISHED WITH 31 YARDS ON SIX CARRIES. 


FINAL SCORE: MINNESOTA 28, NEBRASKA 24 
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By Darren Ivy and Lanny Holstein 


Giltner sits just a couple miles south of Interstate-80 in central Nebraska, 
a 20-minute drive from Grand Island and the banks of the Platte River. It’s a 
tiny town of under 400 people. It’s so small, in fact, that its high school plays 
8-man football instead of the normal |1-man version. 

The improbable story of defensive linemen Drew Ott and Logan Rath’s 
ascension into major college football started here at tiny Giltner High, where 
they squared off on the practice field each day. Without much major college 
talent at that level of football, the two players were each other’s biggest 
challenge. 

“We had some good players, but there wasn’t really anyone very close to 
us as far as stature or talent goes,” Rath said. “Not so say those other guys 
weren't good players, but we had to go against each other a lot or else we 
didn’t get a very good look.” 

Another younger teammate, Garrett Poppen is currently a freshman walk- 
on linebacker for NU. The older pair worked together, honing their skills 
like iron sharpening iron, until it came time to choose colleges before the 
2012 season. At first, they wanted to stick together, but more recruiting at- 
tention surrounded Ott, and the stars didn’t align. Ott ended up heading to 
lowa and Rath to South Dakota State. 

“For a while, | was thinking about lowa too and we were both thinking 
about going here (to Nebraska) too,” Rath said. “If the opportunity presented 
itself and if we both felt comfortable, we would go to the same place, but 
that wasn’t a deciding factor in any way.” 

When the two high school standouts split up, Rath actually spurned his 
dream of playing Nebraska football to head north, but less than a season into 
his career as a Jackrabbit, he changed his mind and found his way back to 
Nebraska. 

‘| wanted to play here initially, but it was going to be a walk-on opportu- 
nity, not a scholarship,” Rath said. “I was trying to do what was financially 
beneficial for me at the time, but after a while, I felt like this was more 
important.” 

This Friday, the Giltner kids will be back on the same football field once 
again when the Hawkeyes and Huskers clash for the Heroes Trophy. It’s a 
big game for each side, a chance at bragging rights for the rest of the year. 
The two friends take it so seriously that, even though they usually talk at 
least once a week via phone, they won't have any communication leading 
up to the game. 

“We usually take the Nebraska week off from talking,” Ott said. 

Ott is a standout defensive end for the Hawkeyes, leading the team in 
sacks with eight through 10 games and accumulating 48 total tackles. On the 
other side, Rath is in a smaller role with the Huskers, as a reserve defender, 
he’s played in a couple games and made four tackles. 

There will actually be another Giltner product on the sidelines in addition 
to Rath and Ott. Nebraska true freshman Garrett Poppen will likely redshirt 
this season, but he’s on the roster as a linebacker, giving Giltner three play- 
ers in the game. 

The tiny town has had no problem getting its best 8-man players into the 
big time, and a lot of that has to do with the school’s coach, Jeff Ashby. 

“He was a good guy, a good promoter that was able to get our names 
out there,” Ott said. “I know me specifically, | didn’t know anything about 
recruiting or anything like that, so he really guided me and helped me get to 
a place. I owe a Jot to him.” 

Ashby will likely be watching intently Friday. His current team lost in the 
second round of the Class D-2 playoffs a few weeks back to St. Francis, and 
whoever wins the game decides who rules Giltner for the next year. 

Ott will have the most to say about it on the field, and he’s thinking he will 
be the one who’s feeling good when he comes home for Christmas vacation. 

“It’s about the bragging rights.” he said. 
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NU’S LONGEST GAPS 


BETWEEN OVERALL 
CONFERENCE TITLES 


22YEARS 
1941-1962 


15 YEARS 
2000-2014 


1985-1987 


2 YEARS 

1892-1893, 1908-1909, 1938-1939, 
1967-68, 1973-1974, 1976-77 
1979-80, 1989-90 


With its loss against Minnesota on Saturday, Ne- 
braska was completely eliminated from the Big 
Ten West Division title chase meaning that it has 
now been 15 years since the Huskers last won an 
overall conference title in the Big 12 back in 1999. 
The Huskers have tied or been divisional champi- 
ons since then in 2000, 2001, 2006, 2008, 2009 and 
2010 in the Big 12 and in 2012 in the Big Ten, but 
never been able to win the overall conference title. 
The only longer drought in the 125 years of the 
program was from 1941-1962. Otherwise, a three- 
year period under Tom Osborne from 1985-87 was 
the biggest gap without an overall title. 


E} 3 YEARS 
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RMSTRONG STILL 
“THE GUY” 

Nebraska quarterback Tom- 
my Armstrong is squarely in 
charge of the quarterback spot, 
according to Coach Bo Pelini. 
The redshirt sophomore might 
not be in the middle of a ban- 
ner season, but he’s still the 
man. 

“Where it was last week, | 
think the other guys are capa- 
ble, but I think Tommy gives 
us our best chance of winning 
right now,” Pelini said. 

Against Wisconsin, Arm- 
strong had his worst perfor- 
mance of the season, going 
6-18 for just 63 yards and an 
interception. He did manage 
to throw a touchdown pass 
early in the game to receiver 
Kenny Bell. 

“| don’t think Tommy had 
his best game the other day, 
and | think he’s disappointed,” 
Pelini said. “Where he is in his 
career is that | still think he’s 
a good football player. He’s a 
competitor and he'll get better 
as we move forward. I believe 
that.” 

Ryker Fyfe is the Husker 
backup quarterback, but he’s 


only seen a single drive of 


meaningful football this sea- 
son, and that was because 
Armstrong was briefly injured 
against Michigan State. Fyfe 
was 1-2 for nine yards on that 
drive. 

“IT always consider it if | 
thought that would be the best 
thing for our football team,” 
Pelini said of putting Fyfe into 
the game. “I would always 
consider that, | don’t care 
what that position is. You're 
always trying to make your- 
self better.” 


ANOTHER BLOWOUT 

The Wisconsin game felt 
like déja vu for a lot of Husker 
fans, and they weren’t alone in 
feeling that. Coach Bo Pelini 
said this past Monday that it 
was a weird experience for 
him too, 
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The coach said he doesn’t 
really have any answers for 
the way his team played, but 
he understands why it is so 
unsettling to supporters. 

“Well you’re playing with 
different situations and dif- 
ferent players all the time,” 
he said. “You have to guard 
against it. And it’s not like 
it only happens to us. Look 
across the country. It happens. 
I don’t want to make an ex- 
cuse because I’m not, and at 
the end of the day what hap- 
pened, happened.” 

Nebraska broke out to a 
17-3 lead against the Badgers 
early, but Pelini said the furi- 
ous Badgers comeback and 
runway win made him ques- 
tion the way he’d coached his 
team during the week prior. 

“You try to think back as 
a coach if you handled it the 
right way or if you put too 
much pressure on them,” he 
said. “You try not to put pres- 
sure on them and make sure 
they go out there and have fun 
in the game. 1 don’t know if 


that was the case.” 


PELINI BLOWS UP 

Nebraska coach Bo Pelini 
could be seen ripping into 
cornerback Daniel Davie on 
the broadcast of the Wiscon- 
sin football game a few weeks 
ago as the junior came off the 
field. After the coach infa- 
mously assaulted former quar- 
terback Taylor Martinez on the 
sideline in 2009 against Texas 
A&M, his blowups have been 
a talking point around Nebras- 
ka water coolers. 

The topic came up once 
again at the coach’s weekly 
press conference following 
the loss to Wisconsin. He de- 
fended his demeanor, saying it 
is actually not as much explo- 
sive rage as might be thought. 

“I’m very consistent with 
our kids,” Pelini said. “I don’t 
get too high or too low, be- 
lieve it or not. | know you 
guys look at me sometimes 
and think that’s impossible. 
I'm very consistent in how | 
look at it and how | approach 
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it. | always have.” 

When the rage monster 
comes out on Saturdays, it’s 
just part of the game, accord- 
ing to Pelini. The players 
know that the coach isn’t at- 
tacking them personally be- 
cause he’s there for them dur- 
ing the week. 

“I’m very businesslike dur- 
ing the week, even joking at 
times,” the coach said, “But 
when you watch the film [’m 
very detail-oriented and al- 
most a perfectionist as far as 
how I want those guys to ap- 
proach their trade.” 


PELINI DEFENDS 
PROGRAM 

Nebraska Coach Bo Pelini 
believes there is more out 
there for him as a head coach. 
The Huskers have had trouble 
getting a championship in 
the coach’s first seven years 
at Nebraska, but it’s still out 

there, according to Pelini. 
“I’ve been around coach- 
ing and football long enough 
to know that you stay the 
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Going 1-on-1 
with 
Givens Price 
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Would you like to be a starter? 

“My attitude has always been to help the team 
out in any way. For those people who know me, 
they know that | moved from right tackle to left 
tackle to left guard to right guard. I’ve always 
been open minded about playing, whatever gets 
me on the field I’m doing that, whether it be 
starting or not, I’m getting my playing time and 
helping the team. That’s what matters right now.” 


Do you feel like you have a chance at upward 
mobility? 

“You never know. There are a lot of factors 
that go into it. Zach Sterup is a guy that’s been 
battling injuries since the start of the season. 
I’m there for him if he ever were to go down, 
but I’m pushing him to be his best and he’s 
pushing me. At the end of the day, we wear the 
same ‘N’ on the side of the helmet, so it really 
doesn’t matter.” 


Has moving from position to position on the 
offensive line helped you? 

“It’s definitely helped me just understand 
what’s going on on the other side and what it’s 
like to be playing the other positions. It could be 
the blind side, the left side, or the strong side, the 
right side. It’s helped, but what's helped me more 
are the older guys teaching us that what gets you 
on the field is what you want to do.” 


Who have been the best defensive lines you 
have gone against? 

“T want to say Miami had a pretty good 
defensive line in my opinion. I didn’t play against 
Michigan State, but from film, they looked pretty 
good too. Wisconsin was pretty fast. That was the 
one thing I really saw from them different from 
other teams.” 


Did that make them the most difficult to 
block? 

“Most of the defensive lines have been the 
same from week to week. Most of the issues have 
come from us and what we do to ourselves, not 
what they do to us.” 


As an offensive lineman, do you take it on 
yourself to help Ameer Abdullah out while he is 
injured? 

“Healthy or unhealthy, we always want to open 
holes for Ameer and Tommy. The fact that he’s 
banged up and he’s battling through it, a lot of us 
respect that out of him, it just tells us that we have 
to work even harder to open those holes for him.” 


How tough is it on the line to block when 
teams are constantly bringing extra guys to stop 
the run? 

“Ever since the McNeese State game, teams 
have learned that blitzing us is somewhat effec- 
tive. We have to go from there and leam how 
to block movement and react to movement. I 
wouldn’t say it’s difficult, but it’s a lot easier to 
block base defenses. When teams are moving, its 
more communication.” 


When you say that it’s been effective against 
you, why is that? 

“Initially, we just don’t handle movement well, 
and it’s obvious. We fixed it, and we’re still fixing 
it, but it’s not the key to our destruction. The key 
to our destruction is ourselves, putting the ball on 
the ground and tumovers, so those are the things 
we fix in practice.” 


What kind of things do you guys do to play 
better under pressure? 

“The coaches throw all kinds of stuff at us 
during the week in practice, and for the most part, 
we handle it during practice. But practice is never 
the same as the game, obviously. Going out in the 
game and getting a handle for how things are is 
important.” 


Have those practice ploys worked in 
games? 

“They've definitely helped. The crowd noise 
wasn’t the issue against Wisconsin, it was just a 
violent atmosphere. They were moving around 
and then trying to hear the snap count is tough. 
We were trying to pay attention to what they 
defense is doing and heat the snap count too.” 
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course,” he said. “It’s just like any 
given play. You have to keep work- 
ing. You just have to keep fighting 
and keep working to do everything 
you can. Every single game, every 
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Offensive lineman Mike Moudy 
gets honored on senior day. 
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single play, every single series, you 
have to keep working to try and get 
better.” 

Asked if this team is doing that, 
getting better, he got a little defen- 
sive. 

“I’m not going to sit here and 
apologize,” Pelini said. “The time 
| start apologizing is when I stop 
working. | believe that the program 
is on a good track. It’s on the right 
track.” 

Nebraska is on its way to its sev- 
enth straight season of nine or more 
wins, but a championship has eluded 
the coach. 

“We've been very consistent,” he 
said. “I’m not looking to defend the : 
program or where we are right now. SEPA ea ER Sd 
What we come here to do is win a 
conference championship and win a Senior center Mark Pelini 
national championship. And we're ond heed coach and pacts Be 


; - ‘ Pelini embrace during senior 
going to fight tooth and nail to keep day on Saturday. 
trying to get that done.” 


Nebraska cornerback Josh Mitch- 
ell is one of 14 seniors who played 
their final game in front of the Me- 
morial Stadium crowd on Saturday. 

“The last game in that stadium is 
your opportunity to show yourself 
and fans what kind of player you 
have been in your career,” he said. 
“The result that you put out there is 
ultimately what you're going to live 
with for the rest of your life.” 

Leading up to game day, he was 
still in a little bit of denial that the 


game would be his last at home. 

“It hasn’t really hit me yet,” he 
said early in the week. “People have 
brought it up and asked me about it. 
As far as my feelings towards every- 
thing right now, I am just taking it 
day by day and trying to get to this 
next game. 

“Tam sure when I get to the tunnel 
itl] hit me then, and I will be able to 
reflect then, but right now I am just 
focused on being a leader and bring- 
ing my teammates up and making 
myself a better player.” 
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Reuben 


Reuben Jones called Ne- 
braska coach Rick Kaczenski 
two hours before the Husk- 
ers Saturday’s game against 
Wisconsin. The three-star 
defensive end couldn’t wait 
any longer and wanted to tell 
the assistant that he wanted to 
play for the Huskers. 

The news caught Kaczenski 
by surprise. 

“He was real excited,” 
Jones said. “That’s just awe- 
some. He was almost didn’t 
know what to say. He didn’t 
know it was coming. He was 
like ‘Are you serious? Tell me 
that you're serious.’” 

For Jones it hasn’t really set 
in yet that he’s committed to 
play football for the next four 
or five years of his life. 

“It feels great, it just feels 
like I ‘Geez I’m really going 
to be playing college foot- 
ball,’” he said. “I can’t wait 
to take my skills to the next 
level.” 

Jones visited the Huskers 
for the Miami game in Sep- 
tember and knew immediately 
that he had found his future 
home. He said subsequent 
visits didn’t compare to what 
he saw and experienced in 
Lincoln. 

“It’s a feeling that when 
I was there - it’s the atmos- 
pehre. I loved being around 
the players. They were cool. 
The coaching staff - I loved 
the staff. Everything about it 
was cool and good. They're a 
winner and Ill have a chance 
to get on the field. Everything 


RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


ones becomes 14th commit 


Was great.” 

Nebraska was in the market 
for another defensive end and 
Jones emerged as one of the 
team’s top targets over the 
summer. The defender imme- 
diately bought into Nebraska's 
pitch and could tell the Husk- 
ers wanted him more than any 
other team that was recruiting 
him. 

“T got that feeling,” he said. 
“Tt was not just recruiting but 
I really thought about it and 
they really wanted me at this 
school.” 

Jones joins fellow defen- 
sive end Daishon Neal and 
defensive linemen Carlos and 
Khalil Davis. The Huskers are 
likely done on the defensive 
line class — if former Husker 
Avery Moss is reinstated this 
winter and welcomed back to 
the team. 

It’s commitment No. 14 for 
the Huskers and the second 
in November as Nebraska 
continues to push to filling its 
smaller sized class well before 
the February signing period. 


Neal Excited to Have Jones 
Join Nebraska’s Class 
About the only good news 

for Nebraska on Saturday 
came before the game when 
Reuben Jones committed to 
the Huskers. The three-star 
defensive end joins an impres- 
sive defensive line group in 
the 2015 class and fellow 
commit and defensive end, 
Daishon Neal, was excited to 
hear the news. 


“| think it’s great!” he said. 
“I remember when he came on 
the official and I told him that 
we could be the best duo in 
the country down the road.” 

The two three-star defen- 
sive ends are both raw, with 
great length and athleticism 
- the mold for how Nebraska 
has started to recruit its defen- 
sive line under assistant Rick 
Kaczenski. 

Neal said he laid the peer 
recruiting on pretty thick - and 
he’s got high aspirations for 
the class. 

“T also told him there's 
no play like Nebraska!” he 
said. “I’m glad he’s a future 
Husker and together as a team 
and family we will achieve 
the goal of winning a national 
title.” 


Nebraska Making moves on 
Top247 quarterback 

Nebraska appears to have 
moved into the No. 2 posi- 
tion for Florida commitment 
Sheriron Jones. The Top247 
quarterback tells 247Sports 
he’s still with the Gators 
but he’s hearing a lot from 
Nebraska and the Huskers are 
really recruiting him hard as 
of late. 

“Coach [Tim] Beck, I talk 
to him almost every week,” 
Jones said. “We got a history 
with Nebraska here. We got 
Quincy Enunwa that went 
there, we got Eric Martin that 
went there. My brother String 
(Damore’ea Stringfellow) 
almost went there. Just the 


history with them and know- 

ing the coaches, they were 

around me when I was a fresh- 

man. Just them being with me 

all four years, we got a real | 
relationship.” 

Nebraska will have to see 
how things go with Florida’s 
staff changes before it really 
makes a push, but the Huskers 
are in a good spot for now. 

“T think right now Nebraska 
could probably be number 
two, and with Ole Miss not 
offering me, Tennessee would 
be three and then Ole Miss 
would be four, but at the same 
time I’m just waiting to see if 
they give me the opportunity 
to see if they really want to 
offer me or not.” 

The Huskers are pursuing 
a quarterback at the end of 
the 2015 cycle as a decision 
has been made to move Kevin 
Dillman to tight end. Nebraska 
doesn’t have to take a quar- 
terback in this cycle as NU 
has five quarterbacks on the 
roster that are sophomores or 
younger, but with both Jones 
and Lamar Jackson strongly 
considering the Huskers, 
there’s a chance a spot gets 
earmarked. Both are athletic, 
dual-threat quarterbacks that 
have the ability to shine in 
NU’s quarterback centric of- 
fense. 

247Sports currently ranks 
Jones as the nation’s No. 141 
overall prospect and the No. 8 
dual-threat quarterback in the 
2015 class. N 


Senior Ameer Abdullah 
deserved better final game 
at Memorial Stadium 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


AMEER ABDULLAH WALKED OFF the Memorial 
Stadium field for the last time in his career following Nebras- 
ka’s 28-24 loss to Minnesota. 

The senior ran for 98 yards on 20 carries and he added a 
touchdown in the first quarter that got Nebraska on the board 
against the Golden Gophers. 

It was the kind of performance you've come to expect from 
Abdullah throughout his career, but is made more impressive 
by the fact that he’s doing it on an injured knee that is far from 
100 percent. 

Against Minnesota, there were holes created that earlier in 
the season would have been enough to spring Abdullah for 
a big gain or a touchdown that would have brought the fans 
Memorial Stadium to their feet and calmed his teammates, 

On Saturday against the Golden Gophers, and in sharp 
contrast to earlier this year, Abdullah’s best wasn’t enough to 
put Nebraska over the top. 

With the way Abdullah started out the season, it seemed 
like he would get a storybook ending to his career — a reward 
for foregoing the NFL Draft and returning to Lincoln to earn 
his college degree. 

But a knee injury against Purdue unfortunately robbed Ab- 
dullah and Nebraska fans of being able to see one of the best 
runners in Nebraska history end his career on top. Abdullah 
was on pace to top Mike Rozier and become the top rusher 
in program history. With two games remaining in his career, 
Abdullah can still get there, but it doesn’t look as certain as it 
did before the injury. 

Given the tension surrounding the program the past few 
weeks, there maybe wasn’t an appropriate opportunity to hon- 
or Abdullah for his Nebraska career and what he has meant to 
the program. 

Abdullah has always been a standup player — willing to 
talk to media after tough losses early in his career, and being 
a solid representative for the program off the field as well. 
Nebraska’s top players often live under a microscope, and 


Given the tension 
surrounding the 
program the past 
few weeks, there 
maybe wasn’t 
an appropriate 
opportunity to 
honor Abdullah 
for his Nebraska 
career and what 
he has meant to 


the program. 


Abdullah has thrived under the kind of pressure that sometimes ruin college athletes. 
It’s likely a reach to say that Abdullah’s injury has hurt Nebraska’s season, but it’s 
hard to ignore that Nebraska’s struggles have mirrored the health of its star running 


back. 


The mistakes earlier in the year that Nebraska was able to get away with, are now 
biting them when it counts. The Huskers are struggling to stop the run — a bad trend 
heading into this week’s season finale against an lowa team that can and will run the 


ball. 


With Abdullah unable to jump cut and move as he did prior to the injury, a blown 
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block that Abdullah might have been able 
to dance around is now leading to a stop in 
the backfield. 

Nebraska’s issues go beyond a running 
back’s injury, but it’s been unfortunate to 
watch Abdullah’s senior season take the 
sharp turn that it has in the past few games. 

Nebraska still has Iowa and a bowl 
game ahead, so there are a few remaining 
games to appreciate the player and person 
Abdullah is on and off the field. 

After Saturday’s loss, Abdullah’s fami- 
ly waited for him to leave the locker room, 
and accompanied him out of Memorial 
Stadium. The senior didn’t stop to talk 
with reporters after the frustrating loss. 

But before the game, as parents lined 
up on the sidelines as part of the Senior 
Day festivities, Nebraska running backs 
coach Ron Brown came to the sidelines 
and found the fathers of Abdullah and 
Kenny Bell. 

Brown made sure that each understood 
what their sons had meant to the program 
and the type of young men they had be- 
come. 

He lingered a second to talk further 
with Abdullah’s father. He wanted to re- 
iterated what Abdullah meant to him as a 
coach, and the Nebraska program. 

Given what Abdullah has meant both 
on and off the field for Nebraska, Brown 
was exactly right. 

Read daily Husker reports from 
Michael Bruntz at 
HuskersIlustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 
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555) PREVIEW 


Report 


Dy 


Hawkeyes 


Hawkeyes fall by two against Wisconsin, host 


Huskers in final regular-S@asOn GaMe vous cairrius 


Iowa fans are somewhat unhappy that 
their Hawkeyes head into the regular-sea- 
son finale sporting a 7-4 record after enter- 
ing the season thinking their team could 
win the Big Ten’s West Division and play 
for the Big Ten championship. 

However, they should realize just how 
steady Coach Kirk Ferentz has had the 
program during his tenure. 


Since struggling in his first two seasons 


go 
oS 
V 


in Iowa City, the Hawkeyes have been 


consistently involved in postseason bowl 
games, winning a pair of Big Ten champi- 
onships (in 2002 and 2004). 

lowa will soon head to its 12th bow! 


game in Ferentz’s 16 seasons. 


Many consider lowa offensive tackle 
Brandon Scherff the best offensive line- 
man in college football. In fact, he’s so 
good he could be the No. | pick in the 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF IOWA SPORTS INFORMATION 


lowa quarterback Jake Rudock has thrown for nearly 2,200 yards this season. 


WHAT: Nebraska @ lowa 
WHEN/WHERE: [1 a.m., Noy. 28 in lowa 
City (Kinnick Stadium capacity 70585) 


Radio: The Husker Sports Network broad 
casts the action to 27 statewide radio markets. 
KFAB (1110 AM) serves as the Omaha 
affiliate and KLIN (1400 AM) serves as the 
Lincoln affiliate, while KRVN (880 AM) is a 
third affiliate that reaches around the state. 
Join Greg Sharpe (play-by-play), Matt 
Davison (color and co-hosts Husker Game 
Day Pregame Show), Lane Grindle (sideline! 


post-game, co-hosts Husker Game Day), 


Steve Taylor (co-hosts Husker Game Day 
Show and Big Red Reaction Show) and Matt 
Coatney (hosts Big Red Reaction Show and 
helps anchor postgame studio coverage) for 
all the action. The game can also be heard live 
on Huskers.com and SIRIUS Satellite Radio. 
COACHES: Nebraska: Bo Pelini (66-27 
overall, 38-17 in the Big Ten, seven seasons), 
lowa: Kirk Ferentz (115-83 overall, 68-59 in 
the Big Ten, 16 seasons) 

SERIES: Nebraska leads 28-13-3 
ll ——>=>—[ SD 


FAST FACTS 


Location: lowa City, lowa 

Enrollment: 31,065 

All-Time Football Record: 61 3-539-39 
All-Time Big Ten Record: 306-365-25 
Post-Season Record: |4-|2-| 

Consensus All-Americans: 23 
First-Team All-Big Ten Selections: 210 
Lettermen Returning/Lost: 39/18 
Starters Returning/Lost: 14/10 (including 
specialists) 

Offensive Formation: Multiple 

Defensive Formation: 4-3 
————————_——X_2_TT_™_—~—&£Z—S 


DID YOU KNOW? 


lowa is bowl eligible for 
the [13th time in the 


last 14 seasons 
——zq{_“—]"=]{]]- a 


2014 SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent Result 
Aug, 30 Norther lowa W, 31-23 
Sept. 6 Ball State W. 17-13 
Sept. 13 Towa State L. 17-20 
Sept. 20 @ Pittsburgh W, 24-20 
Sept. 27 @ Purdue W, 24-10 
Oct. 11 Indiana 45 
Oct. 18 @ Maryland L, 31-38 
Nov. | Northwestem W, 48-7 
Nov, 8 @ Minnesota L, 14-51 
Nov. 15 @ Illinois W, 30-14 
Nov, 22 Wisconsin L, 24-26 
Nov, 28 Nebraska 
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Scouting Report 


2015 NFL Draft. 

NFL media senior analyst Gil Brandt 
thinks Scherff very well could be the first 
player to hear his name called on draft day. 

Scherff thought about heading to the NFL 
last season after earning All-Big Ten honors. 

Even if Scherff doesn’t go No. 1, it’s a 
lock he will become Iowa’s fourth offensive 
linemen to go in the first round since 2004, 
joining Robert Gallery, Bryan Bulaga and 
Riley Reiff. 

Scherff’s strength is legendary as there's 
a video on YouTube during an lowa weight- 
lifting session where he hang-cleans 410 
pounds three times. 


IN THE LINE OF FIRE 

The Hawkeyes have faced four of the na- 
tion’s top seven running backs. 

Wisconsin's Melvin Gordon rushed for 
200 yards against Iowa, 10 more than his 
season average. 

Indiana’s Tevin Coleman gained 219 ver- 
sus the Hawkeyes, some 52 more than his 
season average. 

Pitt’s James Conner was held one yard 
under his 156.2-yard average and Minneso- 
ta’s David Cobb was held to 74 yards against 
lowa after averaging 135 entering the game. 


BEST EFFORT 

Although it came in a losing effort, quar- 
terback Jake Rudock’s performance against 
Wisconsin opened some eyes, including 
those of his head coach. 

Needless to say, Ferentz was impressed 
with what he saw from Rudock after he had 
his third 300-yard passing game of his ca- 
reer. 

“Jake competed and played about as well 
as I think he has during his time here and 
he’s done a lot of good things for us,” Fer- 
entz said. 

Rudock threw for 212 yards in the second 
half, completing 10-of-16 passes. 


REMEMBER WHEN? 
Iowa 38, Nebraska 17 
Noy. 29, 2013 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
The Hawkeyes were beneficiary of three 
Nebraska turnovers, which they turned into 
two touchdowns, enabling Iowa to win its 
fourth road game for the first time since 
2009. 
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4 


On the other hand. the Huskers finished 
the regular season 8-4, their lowest regular- 
season win total since 2008, Bo Pelini’s first 
year. 

It was Nebraska’s third home loss of the 
season. 


Iowa’s Mark Weisman ran for a pair of 


scores and quarterback Jake Rudock threw 
for a pair. 

Ameer Abdullah was held to 85 yards 
rushing, the first time in nine games he failed 
to rush for 100 yards. 

Ron Kellogg HII started for the first time 
and was 19-of-37 for 199 yards and a touch- 
down, but was picked off twice in the first 
quarter, 


LAST TIME OUT 
#16 Wisconsin 26, lowa 24 
Noy. 22, 2014, lowa City, lowa 

lowa dug itself a fairly deep hole in the 
second half, tried to rally, but came up short 
in a home loss to Wisconsin. 

The Hawkeyes trailed at halftime 16-3 
and the deficit grew to 19-3 with 5:33 left in 
the third quarter. 

Iowa cut it to 19-17 after back-to-back 
touchdowns by Kevonte Martin-Manley (a 
20-yard TD pass from Jake Rudock and a 
two-point conversion) and Rudock’s three- 
yard run (the two-point conversion failed). 

But the Hawkeye defense then allowed a 
seven-play, 75-yard touchdown drive. 

lowa did score another touchdown to get 
within 26-24, but the Badgers ran out the 
clock. 

Hawkeye quarterback Jake Rudock threw 
for 311 yards and a pair of touchdowns. 


DID YOU KNOW? 

* In Coach Kirk Ferentz’s 16 seasons in 
lowa City, lowa has had 13 seasons with at 
least six victories. 

¢ Since 1999, the Hawkeyes have won 
seven or more games I 1 times, including six 
of the last seven seasons. 

* Ferentz has 115 wins in the Big Ten to 
rank ninth all-time in conference annals. His 
68 conference victories also rank ninth in the 
league. 

* lowa is the least penalized team in the 
Big Ten, being flagged 39 times this season. 

* lowa’s Drew Ott is third in the confer- 
ence in sacks this season with 8.0. 


———eE—— eee) 
Coach Kirk Ferentz 


Resume: As 
lowa’s head 
coach, Ferentz 
has compiled a 
115-83 overall 
record, including 
68-59 in Big 
Ten play. Before 
taking over 

the Hawkeye 
program, Ferentz 
was Maine's 
head coach from 
1} 1990-92. He is 

f currently the 
highest paid state 


employee in 


lowa with a sal- 
ary of $3,775 million plus bonuses 


KNOW YOUR FOE 
Brandon Scherff, OT, 6-5, 320, Sr. 

Is one of six semifinalists 
for this year’s Outland 
Trophy, He has 24 con- 
secutive starts. The first- 


7 


CBSSports.com and SportingNews.com 


team mid-season All- 


American by ESPN.com, 
is also a Lombardi Award semifinalist. 


Jake Rudock, QB, 6-3, 208, Jr. 
Has thrown for 2,174 
yards this season, com- 
pleting 192-of-299 (64.2 
percent) with 14 touch- 
downs and four intercep- 


tions, He is coming off a 
310-yard effort against Wisconsin 


Mark Weisman, RB, 6-0, 240, Sr. 

Has 30 career rushing 
third 
most in program history 


touchdowns, the 


and the most in the Kirk 


7 


history to surpass 2,000 career rushing 


Ferentz era. He is one of 


eight players in school 


yards and 20 career rushing touchdowns. 


2013 RESULTS 

(8-5 overall, 5-3 Big Ten) 

Date Opponent Result 
Aug. 31 Northern IIlinois L, 27-30 
Sept. 7 Missouri State W, 28-14 
Sept. 14 @ Towa State W, 27-21 
Sept. 2] Western Michigan W, 59-3 
Sept.28 = @ Minnesota W, 23-7 
Oct. 5 Michigan State L, 14-26 
Oct. 19 @ Ohio State L, 24-34 
Oct. 26 Northwestem W, 17-10 (OT) 
Nov. 2 Wisconsin 1, 9-28 
Nov.9 @ Purdue W, 38-14 
Noy, 23 Michigan W, 24-21 
Novy. 29 @ Nebraska W, 38-17 
Jan. 1 LSU* L, 14-21 


*Outback Bow! (Tampa, Fla.) 
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BIGTEN BEAT tcompicen By pouc GRIFFITHS 


Ohio State secures berth, Wisconsin | 


EAST 
UMME AOR 


$$} 


and Minnesota to battle for West title 


What a year Wisconsin running back 
Melvin Gordon has had. 

In the Badgers’ win at lowa, Gordon 
rushed for 200 yards to hit the 2,000- 
yard mark on just 241 carries this sea- 
son, hitting that plateau faster than any- 
one in NCAA history. 

Furthermore, on Gordon’s next carry 
he will likely become the Big Ten’s most 
prolific running back, eclipsing former 
Badger great Ron Dayne’s single-season 
conference record of 2,109, which he has 
currently tied. 

Many believe the way Gordon is fin- 
ishing the season has put him in the thick 
of the Heisman Trophy race. 

In fact, the consensus seems to be 
the coveted college football trophy will 
come down between Gordon and Oregon 
quarterback Marcus Mariota. 

Mariota has to be the favorite, espe- 
cially since quarterbacks have won 12 of 
the past 14 Heismans. 

However, Gordon should be com- 
mended for really putting the Big Ten 
on the national map in a year that the 
conference, rightfully so, has been the 
punch line coast to coast. 

A week ago Gordon rushed for an 
NCAA record 408 yards against Nebras- 
ka. That record was broken this week by 
Oklahoma’s Samaje Perine, who gained 
427 yards against Kansas. 

Gordon, only a junior, has run for 
4,437 yards in his career with 4] touch- 
downs, 25 of those have come this sea- 
son. 

Currently Gordon is currently running 
second behind Mariota in an ESPN straw 
poll. Whether he can overtake the Ducks 
signal caller remains to be seen, but one 
thing is certain, Gordon has had one spe- 
cial season, 

Following Huskers Illustrated recaps 
Week 13 of football happenings around 


the Big Ten. 
EAST DIVISION 
INDIANA HOOSIERS 

IU gave a valiant effort in Colum- 
bus and actually led the seventh-ranked 
Buckeyes in the third quarter, but gave 
up 28 straight points to remain winless 
in the Big Ten. 

Running back Tevin Coleman was 
again the star for the Hoosiers, rushing 
for 228 yards on 27 carries and three 
touchdowns. 

1U continues to get little production 
from its passing attack. Quarterback 
Zander Diamont threw for 114 yards, but 
completed only 11-of-27 passes with an 
interception. 


MARYLAND TERRAPINS 

The Terrapins have had a memorable 
first season in the Big Ten. 

They became a seven-win team thanks 
to their victory at Michigan. 

“I told our guys we needed to come 
out here and make some memories so 
that we could have a reunion 30 years 
from now and reminisce about the good 
things,” said Maryland coach Randy Ed- 
sall, whose team has also won at Penn 
State this season. “To beat Penn State on 
the road, and beat Michigan on the road, 
and go 5-1 on the road (overall) in our 
first year in the league is special.” 

Wes Brown’s |-yard touchdown run 
with just under six minutes left in the 
fourth quarter ended up being the game 
winner. 


MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS 

Michigan State’s seniors made sure 
their Senior Day would be a memorable 
one as the Spartans routed visiting Rut- 
gers. 

Senior running backs Jeremy Lang- 
ford and Nick Hill each ran for two 


EAST DIVISION 


2014 Standings 
Team Overall Conference 
Ohio State * 10-1 7-0 
Michigan State * 9-2 6-1 
Maryland * 7-4 4-3 
Michigan 5-6 3-4 
Rutgers * 6-5 2-5 
Penn State * 6-5 2-5 
Indiana 3-8 0-7 


WEST DIVISION 


Team Overall Conference 
Wisconsin* 9-2 6-1 
Minnesota* 8-3 5-2 
Nebraska* 8-3 4-3 
Iowa * 7-4 4-3 
Northwestern 5-6 3-4 
Illinois 5-6 2-5 
Purdue 3-8 1-6 


*-bow!l eligible 


Nov. 22 Results 
Minnesota 28, Nebraska 24 
Michigan State 45, Rutgers 3 
Maryland 23, Michigan 16 
Wisconsin 26, lowa 24 
Illinois 16, Penn State 14 
Ohio State 42, Indiana 27 
Northwestern 38, Purdue 14 


Nov. 28 Game 
Nebraska @ lowa 


Nov. 29 Games 
Purdue @ Indiana 
Hlinois @ Northwestern 
Rutgers @ Maryland 
Minnesota @ Wisconsin 
Michigan @ Ohio State 
Michigan State @ Penn State 


Dec. 6 Game 
Big Ten Championship Game 
TBD vs. Ohio State, 7:17 p.m., FOX’ 


Alndianapolis (Lucas Oil Stadium) 
All times CT 


oe a 


WEST 
Pani Ne@ 


touchdowns to help the program post 
its 40th win in the last four years. 
Langford finished with 126 yards 
rushing to extend his streak of 100-yard 
rushing performances against Big Ten 
teams to 15, the longest in the Football 
Subdivision in the last 18 years. 
Senior receiver Tony Lippett be- 
came the eighth receiver in school his- 
tory to pass the 1 ,000-yard mark. 
MSU scored on five of its first six 
possessions and the blowout was on. 


MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 

After losing to Maryland in the 
home finale, the Sporting News said 
Michigan should fire Brady Hoke. 

If the Wolverines don’t win at Ohio 
State, something it hasn’t done since 
2000, they'll finish 5-7. 

Interim athletic director Jim Hack- 
ett said he would make a decision on 
Hoke’s future, but when that decision 
will come is anyone's guess. 

“We have a football coach who has 
had a long history of being a good 
coach,” Hackett said. “He knows we’re 
not where we need to be right now.” 

If Hoke is to have any chance of 
being retained, he needs to beat the 
Buckeyes, and the chances of that hap- 
pening appear to be slim at best. 


RUTGERS SCARLET KNIGHTS 

The Scarlet Knights were dominated 
at Michigan State. 

They were outgained 520-234 in to- 
tal offense as quarterback Gary Nova 
threw for just 108 yards. 

Rutgers managed only 95 yards 
rushing. 

“We're disappointed in the out- 
come,” Rutgers coach Kyle Flood said. 
“We really couldn't find a rhythm of- 
fensively in the first half. They cer- 
tainly got into a rhythm on offense and 
were able to get up on us.” 


OHIO STATE BUCKEYES 
The Buckeyes got an unexpected 
scare from Indiana, but scored 21 
fourth-quarter points to avoid what 
would've been a gigantic loss. 
Whether Ohio State’s 15-point win 


over IU, which is winless in the Big 
Ten this season, will earn it enough 
style points so it doesn’t fall in the Col- 
lege Football Playoff rankings remains 
to be seen. Ohio State entered the game 
ranked sixth and can ill-afford to drop 
if it wants to be included in the final 
four. 

Freshman Jalin Marshall rescued 
the Buckeyes. He returned a punt 54 
yards for the go-ahead touchdown in 
the third quarter and then added three 
more touchdown receptions. 

The win clinched the Big Ten East 
Division title and a berth in the cham- 
pionship game for Ohio State. 


PENN STATE NITTANY LIONS 

The Nittany Lions really let one get 
away at Illinios. 

Penn State coaches and players were 
stunned afterwards, but they had plen- 
ty to reflect on that were missed op- 
portunities. 

There was the botched field goal at- 
tempt in the first quarter and the de- 
cision to punt late in the game rather 
than go for a first down on fourth-and- 
one, giving the Illini the ball for the 
game-winning drive. 

“We have probably been asking for 
this all year long the way we have been 
playing and it caught up to us today,” 
Penn State coach James Franklin said. 


ILLINOIS FIGHTING ILLINI 

Has Illini coach Tim Beckman saved 
his job in Champaign? Well, probably 
not yet, but if his Illini beat Northwest- 
ern to become bow! eligible, he sure 
might have. 

Illinois is in the unlikely position of 
picking up its sixth victory thanks to 
a thrilling home win over Penn State. 

David Reisner’s 36-yard field goal 
with eight seconds left was the game 
winner. 

It was Reisner’s third field goal of 
the day, one more than the Illini had 
made all season. 


IOWA HAWKEYES 
The Gazette out of Cedar Rapids, 
lowa said the Hawkeyes’ 2014 season 


EAST 


UM*EKOR 


would be defined by its game against 
Wisconsin. 

Well, after losing to the Badgers, it’s 
safe to say lowa’s fans have been dis- 
appointed by this season. 

The Gazette said, “If Iowa loses to 
the Badgers, the juice is drained from 
its game against Nebraska. It would be 
nice for Iowa to win that one and all, 
but 8-4 would still be 8-4 in a season 
that promised a good bit more, and the 
Huskers and Hawkeyes would just be 
jostling for positions in bowls of little 
consequence. 

“If Iowa loses to Wisconsin, its 
lone shot at getting a win that would 
resonate beyond the state is gone. Ne- 
braska can’t bring that kind of prestige 
after the 59-24 thrashing it endured at 
Wisconsin at week ago.” 


MINNESOTA GOLDEN GOPHERS 

If Minnesota beats Wisconsin in the 
regular season finale, it will head to 
the Big Ten Championship Game. 

Jerry Kills’ Gophers put themselves 
into that position after upsetting Ne- 
braska in Lincoln. 

They rallied from a 14-point half- 
time deficit and a 10-point deficit in 
the third quarter to end a 20-game road 
losing streak against Top 25 opponents 
that dated to 2000. 

Minnesota is assured of its best Big 
Ten record since 2003 and its come- 
back was Minnesota's biggest in a win 
since it rallied from 14 down to beat 
Northwestern in 2003. 


NORTHWESTERN WILDCATS 

The Wildcats went to West Lafay- 
ette and took care of business, whip- 
ping Purdue. 

As a result, if Northwestern wins its 
season finale against Illinois, it will be 
bowl eligible. 

Helping the Wildcats’ cause at Pur- 
due was the Boilermakers five turn- 
overs. 

The win was a costly one for the 
‘Cats, who may have lost starting quar- 
terback Trevor Siemian for the season. 

He injured his left knee in the sec- 
ond quarter after failing to pick up a 


How Nebraska's 


2014 Opponents 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

Result: L, Middle Tennessee 35-34 
Up Next: Old Dominion 
Current Record: 3-8 


MCNEESE STATE 
Result: L, Lamar 27-24 
Up Next: N/A 
Record: 6-5 


FRESNO STATE 
Result: W, Nevada 40-20 
Up Next: Hawaii 
Record: 5-6 


MIAMI 

Result: L, Virginia 30-13 
Up Next: Pittsburg 
Record: 6-5 


ILLINOIS 

Result: W, Penn State 16-14 
Up Next: Northwestern 
Current Record: 5-6 


MICHIGAN STATE 
Result: W, Rutgers 45-3 
Up Next: Penn State 
Record; 9-2 


NORTHWESTERN 
Result: W, Purdue 38-14 
Up Next: Illinois 
Record: 5-6 


RUTGERS 

Result: L, Michigan State 45-3 
Up Next: Maryland 

Record: 6-5 


PURDUE 

Result: L, Northwestern 38-14 
Up Next: Illinois 

Current Record: 3-8 


WISCONSIN 
Result: W, lowa 26-24 
Up Next: Minnesota 
Record: 9-2 


MINNESOTA 

Result: L, Nebraska28-24 
Up Next: Wisconsin 
Record: 8-3 


IOWA 

Result: L, Wisconsin 26-24 
Up Next: Nebraska 
Record: 7-4 


WEST 
EameNO@ 


first down on a quarterback sneak. 

Replacing Siemian was Zach Oliver. 

Northwestern head coach Pat 
Fitzgerald said the injury appears to be 
serious. 

“We have had a lot of injuries, but 
our young men_ have 
Fitzgerald said. “They've kept on bat- 
tling, and obviously, our backs are 
against the wall one more time next 
Saturday.” 


persevered,” 


PURDUE BOILERMAKERS 
Purdue seemed to be taking some 
positive steps in Coach Darrell Ha- 


zell’s second season, but Boilermaker 


fans have to be questioning the direc- 
tion their program is going after get- 
ting blown out by Northwestern on 
Senior Day. 

The loss was Purdue's fifth in a row 
and continued to show just how inept 
this team is on offense. 


EAST 


The Boilermakers haven't scored 
more than 17 points in a game in more 
than a month. A loss to rival Indiana 
in the Old Oaken Bucket game in the 
season finale would drop Hazell’s Big 
Ten record to 1-15 at Purdue. 


WISCONSIN BADGERS 

Thanks to Gordon's continued as- 
sault on the records book, the Bad- 
gers won their sixth straight game and 
are on the verge of returning to next 
month’s Big Ten Championship Game 
yet again. To win the league’s West 
Division, Wisconsin will need to beat 
Minnesota in Madison, If it does, it 
will face Ohio State for the conference 
championship. The Badgers led the 
Hawkeyes 19-3 in the third quarter, but 
saw it trimmed to 19-17 in fourth quar- 
ter. Gordon’s 23-yard touchdown run 
with 7:44 in the fourth quarter salted 
the game away. 
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DEFENSE 


FS SS 


Nate Gerry Corey Cooper 
Kieron Williams DJ; Singleton 


P/Holder 


Sam Foltz 
Johnny Stanton 


LS 
Josh Faulkenberry 
Paul Kelly MIKE 
Trevor Roach 
ifeksemsevatetoesty 


WILL 


Zaire Anderson 
Courtney Love 


1+} OL @) << 


David Santos 
Marcus Newby 


@) 33 


Daniel Davie 
Josh Kalu 


WDE 


Randy Gregory 
Jack Gangwish 


NT 


Vincent Valentine 
Kevin Maurice 


DT 
Maliek Collins 
Kevin Williams 


SDE 
Greg McMullen 
AJ Natter 
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LT 


Alex Lewis 
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Jake Cotton. Ryne Reeves Mike Moudy Zach Sterup 
Matt Finnin Chongo Kondolo Mark Pelini Chongo Kondolo Givens Price 


Kenny Bell 
Taarigq Allen 


WRA 


Jordan Westerkamp 
Lane Hovey 


(ay; 


Tommy Armstrong Jr. 
Ryker Fyfe 


KOS 


AYE \tr com steyecet 
Drew Brown 


IB 
Ameer Abdullah 
Imani Cross 


PK 


Drew Brown 
Spencer Lindsay 


OFFENSE 


~~ Darren Ivy 


Michael Bruntz 
(5-2, 43-34) 


Terry Douglass Doug Gri 
(5-2, 51-26) 


(5-2, 49-28) 


Bob Hamar 


Last Week, Season (4-3, 46-31) 


(3-4, 52-25) 
Nebraska vs lowa 

Texas vs. TCU 

LSU vs. Texas A&M 

Arizona vs. Arizona State 
Auburn vs. Alabama 
Wisconsin vs. Minnesota 
Mississippi vs. Mississippi State 


NU 24-17 
Texas 
Texas A&M 
Arizona State 


NU 31-14 
Texas 
LSU 
Arizona State 

Auburn 
Wisconsin 
MSU 


NU 21-17 
TCU 
Texas A&M 
Arizona State 
Alabama 
Wisconsin 
Ole Miss 


NU 27-24 
TCU 
LSU 
Arizona State 
Alabama 
Wisconsin 
Ole Miss 


NU 24-20 
TCU 
LSU 
Arizona State 
Alabama 


TCU 
LSU 

Arizona 
Alabama Alabama 
Minnesota 


Wisconsin 
MSU 


Ole Miss 


Wisconsin 
MSU 
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NU 24-17 


NICKEL 


Byerson Cockrell 
Josh Kalu 


PR 


De;Mornay Pierson-El 
Kenny Bell 


CB 
Josh Mitchell 
Boaz Joseph 
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TE 


Sam Cotton Brandon Reilly 
Trey Foster Alonzo Moore 


WRZ_ 


KR . 


Kenny Bell 
Alonzo Mooe 


FB 


Andy Janovich 
Mitch McCann 


ths Lanny Holstein 
(5-2, 52-25) 


NU 27-20 
TCU 
Texas A&M 
Arizona 
Alabama 
Wisconsin 
MSU 
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Cotton 
4, == SENIOR GUARD JAKE COT- 
E, ~— TON HASN’T HAD THE SEA- 
ee - SON HE ENVISIONED IN FALL 

CAMP. THAT MUCH IS CLEAR, 
BUT IT DOESN’T MEAN THE 
BIG OFFENSIVE LINEMAN IS 
GIVING UP ON HIS TEAM AND 
HIS FINAL FEW GAMES. EVEN 
THOUGH HIS UNIT HAS HAD 
ITS STRUGGLES AND THE TEAM TOO, HE’S TRY- 
ING TO STAY THE COURSE FOR A FEW MORE 
GAMES. 

“The approach can’t change, the attitude of this team can’t 
change because we still have a lot left to play for,” he said. 
“We have to just play for each other and block everything else 
out.” 

Cotton came into the year as the only returning starter on 
Nebraska’s offensive line, and in fall camp, he became one of 
the team’s five captains. It was an honor that he took very seri- 
ously and a role that he thinks is even more crucial now that 
the team is likely out of the Big Ten title race after the loss to 
Wisconsin. 

“We have to stick together,” he said. “I mean, at this point, 
we’ve done all the hard stuff. We’ve done all the 


y, O% SONA 
RARAAAMi 


wants to end career on a high note 


times like this.” 

Cotton and junior Alex Lewis are in their final couple games 
together as Huskers, and the time is moving quickly. The pair 
have anchored an offensive line that’s seen changes from game 
to game on the right side and at center. They’ve been the con- 
stants, but even they have had some issues with concentration 
at times. 

“We've gotten in trouble with false starts, myself included, 
because you are so dialed in with you have to do this and this,” 
Cotton said. “When you are thinking about all this stuff, you 
kind of get tunnel vision. You aren’t dialed in to the snap count, 
thinking about the play. That kind of gets you in trouble.” 

The lack of discipline is frustrating to Cotton, but it’s some- 
thing he and the rest of the unit are still working on. And it’s not 
for a lack of trying that mistakes have been made. 

“The lack of concentration isn’t that we are thinking about 
class or girls or anything like that,” Cotton said. “It’s that we are 
thinking about the play, and we should have been more dialed 
in to the snap count.” 

Thinking too much is acommon theme in the postgame press 
room after big Nebraska losses in recent years. It’s something 
the coaches are trying to prevent with simplification and repeti- 
tion, but there’s always room to improve. 

Cotton is just trying not to think too much about the clock 


offseason training and we're 10 games into the ae wn ie ne ERA Ret . 
: : ; Walking in before Purdue, I kind of re- 
season, just go play and let’s have fun. There’s ‘ 3 
. alized that this would be the second to last 
no reason not to. There’s no reason to beat 


ourselves up.” 

Following that 59-24 drubbing at the 
hands of Wisconsin, the senior leader stood 
in front of his teammates and addressed 
them with a passionate speech. He urged 
the team to stay the course and continue to 
fight. Although many of its preseason goals 
had gone by the wayside, there was still much to 
play for, he said. The team wasn’t in a good mood 
as Cotton addressed them, but it took the message to 
heart, according to the captain. 

“It was about as you would expect,” he said. “It was a group 
of guys that were disappointed, but a group of guys who are 
sticking together. It wasn’t everybody pointing fingers. It was 
everybody coming together, and that’s what you have to do at 
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Lincoln, Neb. Population: 258,379 
at 2010 Census 
Distance from Lincoln: 0 miles 


JAKE COTTON 
| 8 = 
Birthdate: July 11, 1991 
Height: 6-6 Weight: 305 
Position: Offensive Line 
Year: Senior 


time I would do this,” he said. “I’ve taken 
time to reflect on that, talking with some 
of the other seniors about how we don’t 
have much time left in Memorial Stadium, 
but I think it comes to a point where you 
do more reflection than you need to that it 
hurts you.” 

The big offensive lineman is done 
reflecting. He said he’s getting back to work be- 
cause that’s what he and his teammates do after a 

tough stretch, even at the end of their careers. 
“I think the resiliency of this group is something that 
makes it special,”* Cotton said. 


~ Story by Lanny Holstein 
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REAL ESTATE 
Mortgage « Title + Insurance 


Proud To Be Your Hometown Real Estate Company 
DENNIS SLAMA MATT ANKERSON JOHN FINK 


Real Estate Agent Real Estate Agent Real Estate Agent 
Home Real Estate Pine Lake Home Real Estate Pine Lake Home Real Estate North 
7211 S, 27th St 7211 S. 27th St 5901 N 27th St 
Lincoln, NE 68512 Lincoln, NE 68512 Lincoln, NE 68512 
402-560-1173 (C) 402-430-2455 (C) 402-429-9598 (C) 
402-436-3232 (O) 402-436-3232 (O) 402-323-8794 (O) 
dennis@slamahomes.com matt.ankerson@homerealestate.com john. fink@homerealestate.com 
http://www.slamahomes.com www.homerealestate.com/mattankerson www. homerealestate.com/johnfink 


www.homerealestate.com 
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Catching up with 


Placekicker/Punter 1971-1973 


By Butch Rasmussen/Huskers Illustrated 


He was the Husker a | fe : ~~ hich Sangettthet etl 
kicker from Colorado 3) 2° 


with the big right leg 
who could put the ball 
all the way out of Me- 
morial Stadium with 
a good kick. In fact 
Rich Sanger did boot it 
out of the stadium sev- 
eral times just fooling 
around after practice. 

“T got quite a few out, 
but it is a long way out 
of that stadium,” Sanger 
said. 


Sanger was recruited by a dozen or so 
big schools and most of the area smaller 
schools in Colorado and says the decision 
to go to Nebraska was, by far, the best 
decision he’s ever made. Bar none! 

“Ifa kid gets an offer to play at Ne- 
braska and doesn’t take it, he is too stupid 
to play there anyway.” Sanger said. 

He’s always been a Colorado kid and 
to some Colorado fans he was a traitor 
to the University of Colorado Buffaloes 
when he signed with Nebraska. 

Sanger surely had to have given some 
thought to playing at CU and kicking in 
the thin air. 

“At first Boulder was my first choice 
being a Colorado boy. After | made my 
visit 1 knew there had to be something 
better. When I made my trip to Lincoln, 
I knew immediately it was the place for 
me. 

“Anyone would love to kick at altitude, 
make no mistake. It adds a minimum 5 to 
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10 yards to your average.” Sanger said. 

The Huskers signed him as a lineback- 
er and Rich says the kicking and punting 
deal just sort of happened. He was actu- 
ally a three-year all-stater at linebacker 
at Ovid, Colorado’s Revere High School 
and earned two years of all-state honors 
as a running back at Revere. 

“I didn’t start kicking until spring ball 
my freshman year", Sanger said. “Coach 
Melton (linebacker coach at that time) re- 
cruited me and knew I could kick from 
my high school years. Next thing I knew 
I was kicking. Until my senior year I had 
to practice with the linebackers and kick 
as a sidelight.” 

He performed the Husker place kick- 
ing chores all three years of his Husker 


career and added the rare dual role of 


punting during his last couple of years as 
a Husker. 

Sanger’s heyday from 1971-72 under 
Bob Devaney and 1973 playing for Coach 
Tom Osborne put him on the field for one 


national championship and an overall re- 
cord of 31-4-2 during that period. 

Sanger celebrates the fact he kicked 
one 54-yard field goal versus Texas A&M 
in 1972 that fell three yards short of the 
Husker record. 

That big boot puts him in a tie posi- 
tion for fifth place all time at Nebraska 
and only one yard short of a second-place 
tie all time. 

I asked him if the goal posts had been 
three yards further back would his 54 
yard kick have still cleared the cross bar 
and he thinks it would have. 

“It hit the facing of the stands in the 
north end zone,” he said. “I knew | hit it 
well and it was straight as an arrow. My 
longest in practice was 59 yards, but prac- 
tice and a game are two different worlds.” 

Sanger kicked a 28-yard game winner 
against the Kansas Jayhawks in Lincoln 
in 1973 to win that game 10-9. 

Sanger says he played with a very spe- 
cial collection of great guys and great ath- 
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Do you know what Metallic 
health insurance plans are? 


Do you know what you will be 
penalized by the IRS for not 
having health insurance? 


Do you know if you will benefit 
from the Exchange/ 
Marketplace? 


Do you know where you can 
get health coverage? 


Do you know if you qualify for 
subsidies that the government 
will provide to purchase health 


Contact our office for help 
with your health 
insurance needs. 


Phone number: 
402.434.2580 


Email: 
sales@kollmorgenassoc.com 


PPACA Certified 


FITNESS 


letes. Johnny Rodgers, Jerry Tagge, Jeff 
Kinney, Rich Glover, Willie Harper, Dave 
Humm, Van Brownson, Jerry Murtaugh 
— every one of them with All-America 
tags except Brownson and he was a qual- 
ity quarterback who shared playing time 
with Tagge. 

“Our third team was as good as any 
other team in the nation,” Sanger said, “at 
least in 1971 when we won it all and beat 
AP’s No, 2 Oklahoma 35-31, in the Game 
of the Century and No. 3 Colorado 31-7, 

Sanger said he tried out for three NFL 
teams after his playing career at Nebraska 
but was the last player cut on all teams. 
Still makes him upset because he says “the 
guys they kept couldn’t carry his jock.” 

Finally at the ripe old age of 27 Sanger 
had to get a real job. He’s been a sales- 
man for over 30 years and says he still 
thanks the Husker football program for 
taking a little farm boy out of Colorado 
and making him feel comfortable in any 
situation. 


z pa 24 


Look, Feel, Function BETTER 


Owner Troy Watchorn, a former Husker Blackshirt, 
believes in helping clients fuse the mental, 
nutritional and physical components of wellness. 


year-round speed/strength 
camps for all athletes 


Treli Me (nel | eM Elae(-Mel celts) 
and 1-on-1 training 


t7fitness.com 
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Novy. 29, 1991 
I-back Calvin Jones scored on a 15-yard touchdown 
run with 2:57 to play as No. I1-ranked Nebraska rallied 
from a 14-0 first-half deficit to defeat No. 19 Oklahoma 
19-14 at Memorial Stadium. The victory gave the Husk- 
ers a 6-0-1 record in Big Eight play and a share of the 
conference title along with Colorado, but NU received a 
bid to the Orange Bowl because it had a higher ranking 
than the Buffaloes. Jones finished with 118 yards on 17 
carries and tight end Johnny Mitchell caught a tight end- 

record seven passes for 137 yards. 


Noy. 30, 1922 
In the final game played on Ne- 
braska Field, the Huskers put to- 
gether a tremendous defensive 
performance in a 7-0 victory over 
Notre Dame and its famed “Four 
Horsemen” backfield. Already with 
four shutouts to its credit, NU’s 
defense exploited its size advan- 
tage to blank the Fighting Irish in 
front of a home crowd estimated to 
be between 12,000 and 16,000 in 
Lincoln. Quarterback Chick Hart- 
ley scored the game’s only TD on 
a 2-yard run and added a dropkick 
extra-point to give Nebraska a 7-0 
second-quarter lead it never relin- 
quished. 


Dec. 1, 2012 
Wisconsin used a dominant run- 
ning game to shock No. 14 Ne- 
braska 70-31 in the Big Ten Confer- | Paes 
1 itn se 
ence championship game played in 
Lucas Oil Stadium at Indianapolis. 
The Badgers rushed for 539 yards 
— the most yards ever allowed by a Cornhusker team 
at the time — and Wisconsin’s 70 points were tied for 
the second-most every scored against NU. Badger run- 
ning backs Melvin Gordon (216 yards on nine carries) 
and Montee Ball (202 yards on 21 carries) recorded two 
of the top-10 individual rushing performances against 
Nebraska. The lone highlight for the Huskers was a 76- 
yard TD run by quarterback Taylor Martinez, cutting his 
team’s deficit to 14-7 with 10:58 remaining in the first 
quarter. 


Dec. 2, 2006 

No. 19 Nebraska failed to convert on several second- 
half scoring opportunities in the Big 12 Conference 
championship game as the Huskers fell to No. 8 Okla- 
homa 21-7 in freezing conditions at Arrowhead Stadium 
in Kansas City, Mo. NU actually outgained the Soon- 
ers 366-307 in total offense, but was hampered by five 
turnovers, including two lost fumbles. Quarterback Zac 
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~ Compiled by Terry Douglass 


Taylor led Nebraska with 282 yards passing, including a 
14-yard TD strike to tight end Hunter Teafatiller in the 
second quarter, but was haunted by three interceptions. 
Linebacker Corey McKeon paced the Huskers’ defense 
with nine total tackles. 


Dee. 3, 2007 

Bo Pelini was introduced as Nebraska’s head football 
coach, replacing Bill Callahan, who was fired after suffering 
his second losing season in four years. Pelini, who served as 
the Huskers’ defensive coordinator in 2003, came to Lincoln 
from LSU where he had led the Tigers to a No. 3 ranking in 
total defense in three consecutive seasons. 

“We need a head coach with 
strong defensive credentials and 
great leadership,” athletics director 
Tom Osborne said at a news con- 
owe ference, announcing Pelini’s hiring. 

ttttnreetuaed § “We were also looking for someone 

Be tats: who can inspire confidence and get 
players to play with great effort. 
And, of course, we also wanted our 
new head coach to understand our 
traditions, including the importance 
of our walk-on program and the im- 
portance of football in this state.” 


Dee. 4, 1971 

No. | Nebraska capped a 12-0 reg- 
ular season with a 45-3 victory at Ha- 
waii that marked the 31st consecutive 
game without a loss and 22nd con- 
secutive victory for the Huskers who 
went on to defeat Alabama 38-6 in 
the Orange Bow! on Jan. | to win the 
national championship. Quarterback 
Jerry Tagge completed |2-of-25 pass 
attempts for 248 yards, including TD 
strikes of 80 yards to Jerry List, 33 yards to Johnny Rodgers 
and 17 yards to Frosty Anderson. Known then as the Rain- 
bows, Hawaii rushed for just 47 yards on 41 attempts after 
averaging 196 yards on the ground in its previous 10 games. 


Dec. 5, 2009 

A 46-yard field goal by Hunter Lawrence as time ex- 
pired boosted No. 3 Texas into the BCS national champi- 
onship game with a 13-12 victory over No. 21 Nebraska 
in a controversial finish as it was originally ruled that time 
had expired before Longhorns’ quarterback Colt McCoy’s 
incomplete pass to stop the clock. However, after a TV re- 
play review, time was put back on the clock, allowing Texas 
to attempt the game-winning kick. NU stayed competitive 
despite gaining just 106 yards of total offense thanks to a 
huge performance by the Blackshirts, who sacked McCoy 
nine times and intercepted three passes. Defensive tackle 
Ndamukong Suh thrust himself into the Heisman Trophy 
race with a 4 1/2-sack performance and was credited with 
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with Pablo Morales =? 


Head Women’s Swim Coach 


Huskers Illustrated reporter Lanny Holstein recently visited with 
Nebraska women’s swimming and diving coach Pablo Morales, who 
is in his 14th season as the head coach of the Huskers. 


HI: How much swimming and diving talent is there in the state of 
Nebraska? 

PM: Nebraska is a real fine state for swimming, they put a lot of 
emphasis on it, and the state meet is a really exciting, competitive 
meet. We definitely look within the state. That’s one of our priori- 
ties is to identify the best talent in the state. I think Nebraska kind 
of falls in line with a lot of the Midwestern states. The coasts like 
Florida and California are typically your hot beds of swimming. 


HI: What's the split between in-state and out-of-state recruiting 
that you do? 

PM: I think most of our recruiting is done nationally. We try to put 
a blanket throughout the United States. We have a pretty extensive 
database of prospects based on times that we are looking at to be 
competitive in the Big Ten and the NCAAs. We target all over, and 
we look for those individuals who are responsive to our inquiries. 
For many of them, looking at Nebraska is thinking outside the box. 


HI: Outside of just natural talent, what are you looking for in a 
recruit? 

PM: We are looking for those that will add to our team culture, 

that will be positive and supportive. The recruits that come here are 
impressed by our team and how close they are and how hard work- 
ing and committed they are. It’s certainly something that we are 
mindful of when we recruit. 


HI: What are the keys to turning the recruits you land into great 
swimmers? 

PM: Well, like anything in life, you have to have real passion for im- 
proving, and what it takes is a daily commitment, really committing 
to a goal. Once you do that, it really impacts the way you act and 
the way you think on a daily basis. Talent can get you to a certain 
level, but what separates those who compete at an international 
level is the passion that they have for improving and the ability to 
dissect what they do over the course of the day. 


HI: How do you handle the diving events as far as the coaching 
goes? Are you involved in that? 

PM: My technical knowledge on diving is not extensive by any 
means. What we do is we dedicate one of our assistant coach- 

ing positions to a diving specialist. Natasha (Chikina) does a great 
job with that. As head coach of the program, I need to familiarize 
myself with diving to a certain degree, so I can be responsive to the 
program in that area. We are essentially different sports, but we 
are combined for the purposes of the NCAA. I like the fact that we 
are combined with diving. I think it’s kind of a fun thing to combine 
them in a team element. The girls have a lot of fun. 
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This Week 


Husker Athletics 


Friday, Noy. 28 
Football 
lowa @ Kinnick Stadium in Iowa City, lowa at 11 a.m. 


Women’s Basketball 
UCLA @ Los Angeles, California at 3 p.m. 


Men’s Basketball 
Tennessee-Martin at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 7 p.m. 


aturday, Nov. 29 
Volleyball 
Penn State @ State College, Pa. at 7:30 p.m. 


a 
Women’s Basketball 
Northern Colorado @ Pinnacle Bank Arena at 2 p.m. 


Monday, Dec. 1 
Men’s Basketball 
Florida State at Tallahassee, Fla. at 2 p.m. 


Wednesday, Dec. 3 


Women’s Basketball 
Duke @ Pinnacle Bank Arena at 6:30 p.m, 


Thursday, Dec. 4 


Women’s Volleyball 
First Round NCAA Tournament at Campus Sites 


Fri 2c, 5 
Women’s Swimming & Diving 
Hawkeye Invitational at lowa City, lowa TBD 


Wrestling 
Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational at Las Vegas 1] a.m. 


Saturday, Dec. 6 
Women’s Swimming & Diving 
Hawkeye Invitational at lowa City, lowa TBD 


Women’s Volleyball 
Second Round NCAA Tournament at Campus Sites 


Wrestling 
Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational at Las Vegas 11 a.m. 


Sunday, Dec. 7 
Women’s Swimming & Diving 
Hawkeye Invitational at lowa City, lowa TBD 
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Men: 


i Wasketballl 


Nebraska 82, Central Arkansas 56 


A look at Nebraska’s 82-56 
win over Central Arkansas on 
Tuesday that moved NU to 2-0 
on the season. The Huskers hit 
the road to take on Rhode Island 
on Saturday night. 


Terran Petteway: Petteway 
led Nebraska with 23 points, and 
shot 8-for-17 from the field for 
the Huskers, who struggled to 
pull away from Central Arkansas 
in the first half. Petteway had 14 
points before the break, and shot 
3-for-9 from 3-point range in his 
27 minutes on the floor. 

Shayon Shields: Is Shields 
the best player in the Big Ten that 
nobody is talking about? He’s 
making a strong case. He posted 
16 points and 11 rebounds, and 
was one of the Husker players 
who was going consistently to 
the glass on Tuesday. The double- 
double was the fourth of Shields’ 
career. 


Tim Miles on his team’s re- 
bounding: “We are awful on the 
glass right now. We need to get a 
lot better and that is on me, I need 
to do a better job of live practice 
reps where we are engaged. I just 
don’t think | was running that in 
the preseason like I should have 
been. We will get a little bet- 
ter each night out. I thought the 
second half was pretty good. Re- 
bounding is a little bit of every- 
thing, if you do not guard the ball 
well, you will not rebound the 
ball well. So it is a little bit of ev- 
erything. We will have our hands 
full with that (at Rhode Island).”” 

Miles on his team’s slow 
starts: “Well it does seem like 
when Benny comes in things pop 
up ina hurry so maybe I will just 
sub quicker. Tonight we went 
with a script of plays, and we 
were OK. We got what we want- 
ed, but then we loose our funda- 
mentals defensively and we hop 
on a first foot fake and give up 
an easy one... | don’t don’t like 
slow starts, but | am not ready to 


Benny Parker applies the 
pressure defense against 
Northern Kentucky. 


change the lineup. Maybe decide 
schematically what we are going 
to do. Really, it’s offensively that 
we're worse than we are defen- 
sively. We still need to come in 
and settle down defensively.” 
Terran Petteway on the 
team’s slow start: “Coach (Tim) 
Miles was talking to us about that. 
We just had too much energy. 
The defense let in today. We were 


jumping on all of their fakes and 


getting on every one of their foot- 
steps. That kind of led to our slow 
rhythm offensively a little bit.” 

Shavon Shields on what the 
team needs to do to improve: 
“Playing a full 40 minutes. From 
start to finish, everyone on the 
same page. Everyone locked in. 
We had quite a few mental lapses, 
like we said. Jumping on fakes. 
Getting out of position. I have 
100 percent faith in these guys. | 
know we can get it going.” 


— It’s going to watch Shavon 
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Shields grow this year. Terran 
Petteway is getting the publicity, 
but Shields will be the one who 
makes the plays that make Ne- 
braska go. He was going hard to 
the glass on Tuesday and getting 
to the foul line in a closely called 
game. Shields is certainly at the 
top of the list of the best players 
in the Big Ten that nobody is talk- 
ing about. 

Tim Miles admitted Tues- 
day that he is still tinkering with 
lineups, but it seems like Moses 
Abraham and Tarin Smith are 
starting to distance themselves 
for minutes. Nebraska went small 
at times with Benny Parker and 
Smith in the backcourt on Tues- 
day, a matchup that gives up size, 
but is a nice changeup that Miles 
and Co., will be able to throw at 
teams. Smith will continue to get 
minutes, and has shown that he’s 
able to blend with almost any 
matchup the Huskers will throw 
on the floor. 

David Rivers was a perfect 


‘ai Webster drives to the 
hoop against Northern 
Kentucky. 


— a | 


2-for-2 from the field on Tuesday. 
He still hasn’t missed a shot from Pnavon Si Mente, drives to tra basiiet 
against Northern Kentucky. 


the field this year. Eight points, five 
rebounds, a couple loose balls run 
down —a perfect night from Rivers. 

Is Nebraska road ready to go to 
Rhode Island? We'll see. The Husk- 
ers need to rebound better and can’t 
keep starting slow, especially when 
playing away from Pinnacle Bank 
Arena. The one positive Nebraska 
has is its defense, which is the great 
equalizer for a team that’s struggling 
offensively. 

The jury is still out on how much 
Nebraska will get this year from Jake 
Hammond. Hammond played eight 
minutes, and got a look in the first 
half when the game was still in doubt. 
He’ll get more chances, but Leslee 
Smith coming back in January — as- 
suming he does come back in Janu- 
ary — would be a boost at the right 
time right when Nebraska needs it. 

Miles compared his team to a 
NASCAR on Tuesday. “I always 
view coaching a_ basketball team 
kind of like a NASCAR. Like the 
best crew and the driver know they 
don’t have the same car every night. 
They have to fine tune it and they just 
have to get the most out of that car 
that day. It doesn’t always run the 
same and they will tell you when it 
is running good and when it is not. 
| think a basketball team is like that, 
and like tonight | did not think we 
were close to where we should have 
been defensively and on the glass. 
But now in the second half, we did so 
we adjusted. For example we knew 
if we eventually played small we 
would be fine. So being up only six 
or eight in the beginning of the sec- 
ond half didn’t worry me because | 
knew that we had a lineup that could 
go out and really guard. And we did 
we got 10 stops in a row and that was 
our smallest, most agile lineup. And 
sometimes with teams like this you 
have to do that. So as we fine tuned 
and got the right people out there and 
the right things going we were OK.” 

Early-season games are usually 
walk-over games for teams, but keep 
next Tuesday’s matchup with UNO 
in the back of your mind. The Mav- 
ericks have a good, athletic team that 
is going to press Nebraska a bit. 
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ABasketball 
Nebraska 80, Northern Kentucky 61 


Nebraska kicked off e Terran Petteway 
opening game of the 2014- makes a pull-up 
season in style with a 80-61 F 


thrashing of Northern Ken- oa! . 
tucky. Kentucky. » 

The Huskers started slow 
and then heated up behind the 
arc when Terran Petteway got 
loose and let it fly. Nebraska’s 
early struggles withstanding, 
the team still put up 45 points 
at half en route to a dominat- 
ing win. 

For more on the opener 
here’s the 2-4-7: 


Terran Petteway - Ne- 
braska’s leading scorer with a 
25-point effort Petteway pulled 
the Huskers through a slug- 
gish start when he knocked 
down a pair of 3s on consecu- 
tive possessions to help estab- 
lish a 16-4 run that carried the 
Huskers out in front just after 
the 12-minute mark. Petteway 
finished with six 3-pointers, 
shooting a ridiculous 66 per- 
cent from behind the are and 
chipped in a few other areas 
with two blocks, a steal and six 
rebounds. 

David Rivers - He’s 
sometimes the forgotten man 
for Nebraska as he doesn’t 
have the potential of Tai 
Webster or the scoring acu- 
men of Shavon Shields, Wal- 
ter Pitchford or Petteway, but 
on Sunday, Rivers played a 
great all-around game. He 
was active on the boards 
with 6 rebounds, including 
four offensive putbacks and 
he finished with 12 points in 
the win on a perfect night of 
shooting. Rivers does a little 
of everything and he’s a nice 
piece that fits well with the 
starters. 


Nebraska forward on 
Terran Petteway on his 
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night shooting: “It was feeling pretty good but if you 
saw the last game it wasn’t feeling too good...That’s 
what I’ve been working on all summer. Knocking down 
shots like that. It felt pretty good.” 

Nebraska forward David Rivers: “I think my game 
went alright. There’s always somethings I can do better 
at. We’ve got a quick turn around and we'll get better 
from it.” 

Tim Miles on Nebraska’s rebounding problems: 
“T don’t think we rebounded well at all. That was very 
disappointing. We'll bounce back from that...It’s a deci- 
sion. Blocking out is a decision. We practice it, don’t get 
me wrong, but it’s got to be a commitment and a mental 
decision to make and you go do it.” 

Tim Miles on his glue guys David Rivers and Ben- 
ny Parker: “David was really good energy wise. It’s 
funny because we start out down 8-2 and Benny comes 
in and gets a steal right away. It’s the same two guys. 
Those glue guys. Yeah Shavon gets 19 and Terran gets 
25 - and we need those guys - but to get us going in the 
right direction is those glue guys. You’ve got to have 
everybody out there firing and everybody has a critical 
role.” 


— Terran Petteway is going to have games like Sunday 
where he’s off, then brilliant, then reckless. That’s just 
part of the package. He had a couple great moments that 
showcased his high IQ, including a couple blocks and a 
steal on defense. Even when he’s not shooting lights out 
he can still have a nice impact. 

— Highlight of the game featured Benny Parker doing 
what he does best - terrorizing opponents. The guard 
ripped the ball out from a driving Norse player, darted 
between two defenders, drove deep into the paint and 
floated a perfect alley oop to Petteway for a rim rocking 
slam. 

— Tai Webster’s outside shot will make things inter- 
esting. He wasn’t particularly effective on Sunday - hit- 
ting only 1-of-5 from out deep - but that'll at least force 
teams to keep an eye on him and opens a lane for Pette- 
way. Corner 3s could be very important. 

— Nebraska is better when it gets to dictate pace and 
convert long rebounds or turnovers into offense. If Ne- 
braska has to slow things down the offense isn’t always 
fluid and sometimes gets bogged down if Petteway 
dominates the ball. 

— Walter Pitchford had a better game defensively then 
we normally see as he used his height to create issues 
for Northern Kentucky when they attempted to attack 
the rim. Pitchford finished with two blocks and forced 
defenders to adjust multiple shots when driving. 

— Newcomers Moses Abraham and Tarin Smith 
showed a little bit what roles they’ll help the Huskers 
in this season. Abraham was battling on the boards with 
regularity, but will not give Nebraska much for scoring 
and is going to need all of his five fouls during extended 
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2014-15 Mens Basketball Schedule 


Nov. 6, 2014 SW Minnesota (Exh) | Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 83-61 


Nov. 16, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 80-61 
Nov. 18, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 82-56 
Nov. 22, 2014 Kingston, RI. L, 66-62 OT | 
Nov. 25, 2014 Nebraska-Omaha Pinnacle Bank Arena | 7 p.m. | 
| Nov. 28, 2014 Tennessee-Martin 
Dec. 1, 2014 Tallahassesee, Fla. 6 p.m. 
Dec. 10, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 7 p.m. 
Dec. 13, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p.m. 
03,2014 | Wich State/Loyola 
- Pinnacle Bank Arena | TBA 
. 8, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena 
2015 Madison, Wisconsin 8pm. | 
. 20, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 7:30 p.m. 
» 27, 2015 at Michigan * Ann Arbor, Mich. 6 p.m, 
. 31, 2015 Minneapolis, Minn. | 5 p.m. 
Feb. 3, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 6:30 p.m. 
Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p.m. 
Feb. 19, 2015 College Park, Md. 6 p.m. 
March 8, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena 
| March 11, 2015 TBA 
March 12, 2015 | Big Ten Tournament TBA 
| March 13, 2015 TBA 
March 14, 2015 | Big Ten Tournament 
March 17, 2015 | NCAA Tournament 


Conference Games 


action. Several of his fouls came on the offensive end which will need to 
be corrected. Smith provided a little extra ball handling and he had a great 
driving pass to Petteway for a 3-pointer. 

— It’ll be interesting to see if either Jacob Hammond or Nick Fuller 
works their way into part of the rotation. Both players made their season 
debut with Nebraska up 20 and under the final three minutes of the game. 
It’s a long season and NU has a short bench. They’ll be needed at some 
point. 
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Senior Hailie Sample 
goes up fora shot against 
Alcorn State. She finished 
with nine points andinine 

rebounds. 
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2014-15 Women’s Basketball Schedule 


| Nov. 2, 2014 Wayne State (Exh) Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 84-43 


W, 78-46 
Nov. 15, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 100-65 
Nov16,2014 waa 
| Nov. 19, 2014 at Washington State W, 82-61 
Nov. 23, 2014 Bob Devaney Center | 1 p.m. 
Nov, 28, 2014 Los Angeles, Calif. 3 p.m. 
Dec. 3, 2014 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 7, 2014 2 pam. 

| Dec. 11, 2014 8:05 p.m. 
Dec. 13, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 2 p.m. 
Dec. 20, 2014 3 p.m. 
Jan. 3, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 3 p.m. 
Jan. 8, 2015 East Lansing, Mich. | 7:30 p.m. | 
| Jan. 11, 2015 2 p.m. 
6pm. 
Jan. 19, 2015 6 p.m. 
Jan. 22, 2015 7pm. 
Jan. 26, 2015 Towa City, lowa 8 p.m. 
Piscataway, N.]. 6 p.m. 

at Maryland * College Park, MD 3 p.m, 
Pinnacle Bank Arena 
| Feb. 15, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 2 p.m. 
Feb. 18, 2015 7 p.m. 

| Feb. 21, 2015 TBA 

Feb. 24, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p.m. 
March 1, 2015 TBA 

| March 5, 2015 TBA 
March 6, 2015 TBA 
March 7, 2015 TBA 
March 8, 2015 Gileago, Ill. TBA 
March 20, 2015 | NCAA Tournament TBA 


Conference Games 


Emily Cady drives to 
the basket against 
Alcorn’State. 


= » Rachel Theriot scores 
twoofhenteam:high 
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Way Around2Horn 


All five Nebraska starters 
finished in double figures in 
No. 16 Nebraska’s 82-61 win 
at Washington State this past 
Wednesday. 

The Huskers improved to 
3-0 with their first road win 
while avenging last year’s 
76-72 loss to the Cougars in 
Lincoln. Washington — State 
slipped to 2-1. 

Senior guard Tear’a Lau- 
dermill led the Huskers with 


20 points, including a trio of 


three-pointers while adding 
three rebounds. Senior forward 
Hailie Sample added 16 points 
on 5-of-8 shooting from the 
floor and 6-of-8 free throws. 
Sample pumped in 12 points 
and grabbed six rebounds in 
the second half to power the 
Huskers, finishing with nine 
rebounds on the game. 

Senior forward Emily Cady 
joined Sample in just miss- 
ing a double-double with 12 
points, nine rebounds and five 
assists despite fouling out after 
27 minutes of action. 

A fourth senior, Brandi Jef- 
fery finished with 11 points for 
her third straight double-figure 
scoring performance while ty- 
ing her career high with eight 
rebounds for the second time 
in three games. Junior guard 
Rachel Theriot also added 14 
points and four assists. 

“That is a really good win 
against a team that I think is 
going to win a lot of games,” 
Nebraska Coach Connie Yori 
said. “You have to be tough to 
win any game on the road, and 
we had a lot of players make 
plays and show their tough- 
ness down the stretch.” 

As a team, Nebraska hit 
43.5 percent (27-62) of its 
shots from the field, including 
6-of-13 three-pointers. The 
Huskers also hit 22-of-29 free 
throws, while outrebounding 


a4 


WSU, 51-45, including plus- 
12 in the second half. 


The Nebraska rifle team 


had it’s toughest weekend of 


the year this past week, going 
against two top 10 teams. The 
Huskers spent Saturday and 
Sunday in Alaska facing No. 
2 Kentucky and No. 7 Alaska- 
Fairbanks. 

The Huskers held the fifth 
spot on the rankings going in 
and understood waht was at 
stake. 

“This weekend we are fac- 
ing two very good teams who 
have had success this year,” 
coach Ashley Rose said. “Go- 
ing in, we realize that we are 
going to have to bring our A 


MitchiOtto/Huskers)|ilustrated! ¥ 


game, but it is nothing that we 
cannot overcome.” 

Nebraska had won its last 
six matches going in, bringing 
the its overall record to 6-1. 

“(The girls} have done a 


wonderful job this year of 


staying within themselves only 
worrying about what they can 
control, and the results have 
been exactly what we have 
wanted them to be,” Rose 
said. “I have full confidence 
that our team is going to give 
both Kentucky and Alaska a 
run for their money.” 


No. 7 Nebraska (4-0, 1-0 
Big Ten) opened Saturday 
with a 45-3 victory over Duke 
at Card Gymnasium in Dur- 


Brandi Jeffery goes 
up fora layup against 
Alcorn State. 


o 


ham, N.C., before holding off 
NC State by a 16-15 margin 
at Reynolds Coliseum in Ra- 
leigh, N.C. 

The Huskers nine 
matches against the Blue Dev- 
ils, Which included pins from 
Eric Montoya (133), No. 16 
TJ Dudley (184) and No. 15 
Collin Jensen (HWT). Duke 
forfeited the opening match at 
125 pounds before Montoya’s 
fall over Baily Jack gave NU 
an early 12-0 advantage. 

At I41 pounds, No. 15 An- 
thony Abidin notched a 14-3 
major decision over Brandon 
Gambucci before Justin Arthur 
suffered an 8-2 decision loss to 
No. 20 Marcus Cain. 

No. 2 James Green (157) 
trailed No. 19 Immanuel Kerr- 


won 
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Brown in the early going, but 
ultimately won a 12-7 decision 
to give Nebraska a 19-3 lead. 
No. 17 Austin Wilson earned a 
14-4 major decision over Jake 
Faust before Duke forfeited at 
174 pounds. After Dudley’s pin 
of Jacob Kasper in 4:49, Micah 
Barnes won a 17-5 major deci- 
sion over Spencer Neff at 197 
pounds before Jensen pinned 
Brendan Walsh in 3:21. 

NU split its matches against 
the Wolfpack, 5-5, but Green’s 
19-5 major decision over Chad 
Pyke proved to be the differ- 
ence in the Huskers’ one-point 
victory. No. 14 Tim Lambert 
(125) won the opening bout 
by an 8-1 decision over Joe 
DeAngelo to give NU an early 
3-0 advantage. 

The Wolfpack responded at 
133 pounds, as Bryce Meredith 
took down Montoya, 4-1. Abi- 
din completed a 2-0 day with 
his come-from-behind — win 
over No. 13 Sam Speno. NC 
State’s Brian Hamann tied the 
dual 6-6 with his 7-3 decision 
over Arthur in the following 
match, 

After Green’s victory, Wil- 
son dropped a 5-3 decision to 
Matt Rohskopf in the second 
sudden victory period at 165 
pounds. Kokesh and Aaron 
Studebaker (184) won back- 
to-back decisions to give the 
Huskers a 16-9 lead head- 
ing into the final two bouts. 
Kokesh emerged with a 6-1 tri- 
umph over No. 18 Peter Renda 
before Studebaker notched a 
5-3 victory over Michael Mac- 
chiavello. 

At 197 pounds, Barnes fell 
to Michael Boykin, 5-2, before 
Jensen dropped an 8-2 decision 
to No. 2 Nick Gwiazdowski. 

The Huskers return to action 
Dec. 5-6 at the Cliff Keen Invi- 
tational in Las Vegas, Nev. The 
first day’s action begins at 1] 
a.m. (CT). 
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questions 


with Robert Kokesh 


10 Senior Wrestler 


What motivates you this season? 
RK: I've had a lot of success in my career, but I’ve never finished 


at the top. My goal coming into college was to win a national 
title, and I ended up short last year losing in the quarterfinals in a 
tough match. That motivation is to win a national title and be in 
the history book, and also the coaches. They put a lot of time and work 
into me. They believe in me, so that made me want to believe in myself. 


Is this the best team you've been a part of? 

RK: You know what? We've had some good teams in the past, 

but I think the team we have now is going out there and 

wrestling with a purpose now. We know we have the ability 

to go out there and finish at the top. We have some guys that 
have that mindset. When everyone buys in to this team and this sport, 
we can do really well at nationals. 


What's your go-to move? 

RK: On my feet, I would say me go-to is either a single leg (take- 
down) or a fireman's. The fireman's is really my go-to, but I'm 
kind of diverse in my attacks. I try to diversify myself, so people 
don't expect what I’m going to do. 


Do you find that a lot of the top wrestlers are diverse? 
RK: Yeah. You have to be diverse if you want to be the best. You 
have guys out there that can do one thing, and it's easy to shut 
down one move. If everyone knew that I did a fireman’s they 
would find a way to defend that, if that’s all that I had. If you diver- 
sify, you are better when you shoot. It's easier to score points on your feet. 


How does wrestling compare to other sports, like foot- 

ball, that are seen as “tough guy” sports? 

KH: I've done a lot of tough sports, like football, but I would 

say wrestling, by far is one of the toughest sports that I’ve ever 

been acquainted with. Football, it’s tough, it’s wearing on the 
body, it’s hard, but wrestling is a physical sport. You are trying to control 
somebody else for seven minutes. In football, you try to control some- 
body for two or three seconds at a time. That’s what makes it tough. 


Is there much gamesmanship or intimidation going 
on between you wrestlers that plays into it? 
RK: Not really, we're pretty focused on what we need to do. In 
football, you can make a big play, and that gets you going, but in 
wrestling, one move that you hit, that doesn’t decide the match, 
unless you pin them. You can’t get excited like you would in a football game. 
Let’s say I get a nice takedown, I can’t get up an trash talk or get excited 
about that because there are still five or six minutes of wrestling left to go. 
Who's the funniest guy on the team? 
RK: I would say Anthony Abidin, man. He’s a goer, man. He’s 
our 141-pounder, and he's funny, always cracking jokes even 
in the wrestling room. He lightens the mood at practice some- 
times, and the music he listens to is funny too. He listens to 
that rage, that techno music with the high speed beat. He can dance 
pretty well too, so it’s even funnier when he dances to the music. 


How many of 
the top wres- 
tlers are back 
for another 
year in your 
weight class? 
RK: The two people that 
finished No. 1 and No. 2 
last year are graduated, 
and then No. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
and 8 are all back, those 
were the All-Americans. 


Do you guys 
have rivals? 
RK: You know, 
every team has 
rivals. Iowa is al- 
ways a big one for us, and 
for me personally, Iowa, 
Minnesota and Penn State 
are big. Those kids in my 
weight class in the Big Ten 
are all rivals for me. As a 
team, I wouldn't say we 
have any rival rivals, but 
every team is a rival. 


Did you 
play any 
other 
sports, 
besides 


wrestling, when you 
were growing up? 

RK: Yeah. I played foot- 
ball and track in high 
school. I was pretty de- 
cent at football, playing 
middle linebacker and 
center, but wrestling 
was my sport. I felt like 
I adapted to it the best, 
and I was the best at 

it out of those three 
sports. 


~As interviewed by Huskers 
Illustrated's Lanny Holstein 
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“T would say it was a weak part 
of my game,” Haggerty said. “I 
love attacking. That kind of came 
easy to me. Blocking is definitely 
where | wanted to improve.” 

And she has. Really, the entire 


Husker team has improved. As of 


Nov. 17, the Huskers led the Big 
Ten in blocks per set at 2.86.. 
“I’ve seen us getting better.” 


Cook said. “We're more disci- 
plined. We've been working real- 
ly hard on it. | still think we have 
another level we can go to.” 

The Huskers have a number 
of specialized drills they perform 
in practice designed with block- 
ing in mind. Each practice is two 
Cook said middles 
practice blocking about 50 per- 


hours long. 


} 


emmpaesePace 


and Gecilia Hall put 
upablockagainst 

Michigan State 
earlier this season, 


cent of the time while outsides 
devote about 35 percent of the 
time to blocking. 

Not only do they have specific 
drills in practice, but they also 
perform a lift in the weight room 
called “protractions” to allow 
them to reach just an inch or two 
farther over the net. That’s im- 
portant because the farther they 


2014 Nebraska Volleyball Schedule 


Aug. 23, 2014 
Aug. 29, 2014 Florida State 
Aug. 31, 2014 


Sept. 5, 2014 
Sept. 6, 2014 
Sept. 6, 2014 


Sept. 12, 2014 
Sept. 13, 2014 


Sept. 20, 2014 
Sept. 24, 2014 
| Sept. 27, 2014 
Oct. 3, 2014 

Oct. 4, 2014 Ohio State * 
Oct. 11, 2014 
Oct. 15, 2014 
| Oct. 18, 2014 
Oct. 22, 2014 
Oct. 26, 2014 
Oct. 31, 2014 


Michigan * 


Nov. 5, 2014 Purdue * 
Nov. 8, 2014 
Nov. 12, 2014 


Nov. 16, 2014 


Nov. 22, 2014 
Nov, 26, 2014 
Nov. 29, 2014 


Dec. 4-6, 2014 


Dec. 18, 2014 
Dec. 20, 2014 Championship 


can reach over the net, the better 
the angles are for blocking the ball 
straight down. 

“You want to get them to where 
they’re actually making that exten- 
sion move,” Cook said. “ It’s kind 
of like you take your shoulder and 
push it out.” 

The Huskers may be at the 
top of the Big Ten in the official 
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Red-White Game 
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wo) 
W082) 
Ameritas Players }Challenge | 

Devaney Center | W, 3-0 (4-2) 
Devaney Center | W, 3-0 (5-2) 
Devaney Center | W, 3-1 (6-2) 
Devaney Center | L, 3-2 (6-3) 
W503) 
lowa City, lowa 
Devaney Center | W, 3-1 (9-3) | 


Oct. 10, 2014 Michigan State * 


W,3-0 (11-5) 
Devaney Center | L, 3-1 (11-6) 
W522 
Madison, Wis. 
Ww5.00857) 


ei ae 
College Sites | TBA 


Devaney Center | White 3-1 


L314 (0-1) 


W, 3-0 (8-3) | 


L, 3-2 (9-4) 
Lansing, MI | W,3-1 (10-4) 


rast 
Ann Arbor, MI L 3-0 (10-5) 


Devaney Center 


L, 3-0 (12-7) 


Devaney Center | W, 3-0 (15-7) | 


Devaney Center | W,3-1 (17-7) 

Devaney Center | W, 3-1 (18-7) 

Bloomington, Ind. | W, 3-0 (19-7) 

Devaney Center | W, 3-0 (20-7) | 

Illinois* Champaign, Ill 
enn S St 


TBA 


Dec, 13-14, 2014 | TBD Regional Sites 
TBD - Semifinals | Oklahoma City, OK 


Oklahoma City [6:35 p.m, 


stats, but they also have their 
own statistics that they use to 
blocking — effective- 
ness. They've been pretty good 


measure 


in those as well. 

Cook said Haggerty has been 
“olf the charts lately.” He said 
rightside hitter Amber Rolfzen 
and setter Mary Pollmiller have 
been very good, while outside hit- 


ter Kadie Rolfzen has had some 
good matches and others that 
weren’t as good. 

Cook said junior outside hitter 
Kelsey Fien has shown the most 
improvement of late. 

“She’s really starting to be- 
come a good blocker,” Cook said. 
“Again I think it goes back to our 
training. We are such sticklers on 
it, We work so hard on it. | think 
it’s a really important part of the 
game.” 

The Huskers also use male 
attack 
against the Husker players. Fien 
said that’s been beneficial to her 


student-managers to 


development as a blocker. 

“They hit harder and they're 
fast, but then they can also repli- 
cate what the other team is doing,” 
she said. “I feel like we can block 
our own team better because we 
kind of know each other’s tenden- 
cies. Whereas with the boys, we 
don’t really know them.” 

Assistant coach Dan Meske is 
in charge of the Husker blocking 
game. 

Cook compares him to Husker 
football team’s defensive coordi- 
nator John Papuchis in that if the 
Huskers don’t shut down the op- 
ponent, he'll hear about it. 

“| kind of turned it over to him 
last. year knowing there might 
be some growing pains, but | 
looked at this young group com- 
ing through,” Cook said. “I'd like 
him to have ownership in that so 
he feels pain if we don’t do well 
instead of just me.” 

Cook said he thinks the Husk- 
ers can be the best blocking team 
in the conference, but it’s not just 
about stuff blocks. 

“It’s more than just stuff,” 
Cook said. “It’s controlling the 
ball and not letting hitters have 
big nights. We lost to Michigan 
because we let Abby Cole go 
off. We lost against Ohio State 
because we let (Elizabeth) Camp- 
bell go off. Great blocking teams 
don’t let hitters go off.” 
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Nebraska held its annual Senior Night 
Noy. 22 at the Devaney Center. It didn’t 
take that long because setter Mary Pollmill- 
er is the only senior on the team. 

Pollmiller was with the Huskers for just 
two years after transferring from Tennessee, 
but Nebraska coach John Cook said she has 
had a positive impact on the program. 

“She’s the best servant leader I’ve ever 
coached,” Cook said. “What I mean by that 
is she’s all about the team. She gives to the 
team. She'll do anything for them. In fact 
she does too much probably and we have 


- toask her to back off little bit because she 


needs to take care of herself!” 

Pollmiller visited Nebraska as a junior in 
high school. She was here on the weekend 
that UCLA downed the Huskers in five sets 
in a match played at the Devaney Center. 
Cook offered her a scholarship that day, but 
she wanted to wait to pick a college. 

“I said, ‘Sorry, we're not waiting,” 
Cook said. “With setters, you can’t wait. 
She waited until her senior year to make a 
decision and really there were very few op- 
portunities for her and she ended up going 
to Tennessee and we got her on the rebound 
with Kelsey (Robinson).” 

Robinson announced she was transfer- 
ring from Tennessee to Nebraska shortly 
after the 2012 season ended, Pollmiller fol- 
lowed a bit later. Cook had a scholarship 
open afier Alexa Strange decided to leave 
the program to play beach volleyball after 
the 2012 season, The Huskers needed a set- 
ter and Pollmiller needed a change. 

“She knew what the program was 
about,” Cook said. “ She’s from Colorado 
so it’s close to her family. It worked out that 
we needed a setter, so it was just kind of the 


luck of the draw, but our early recruiting of 


her paid off and the fact that Kelsey was 
here paid off.” 

Cook said Pollmiller is an outstanding 
young woman and will do well in whatever 
she decides to do after college. 

“She’s one of the hardest working play- 
ers we've ever had here,” Cook said. “She 
came here and made the most of her op- 
portunity, Whatever she wants to do after 
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she graduates from i. wants to be a 
dentist, but she could also be one heck of a 


coach and she knows that. She'll have job | 


offers to coach right out of Nebraska if she 
wants them.” 
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Cook is still hoping that the Huskers get 


to host first- and second-round matches the | 


first weekend of December at the Devaney 


Center. Cook said he’s optimistic because | 


the Huskers have played the toughest 
schedule in the nation that includes matches 
against eight Top 25 teams. 

“Nobody else has even come close to 
that,” Cook said. “You look at the Big 12 
right now, there is one ranked team in the 
conference in Texas. So they’ve been play- 
ing for two months and they’re not even 
playing ranked teams. So we've had a very, 
very tough schedule with a team that has 
had trouble handling the competition level 
every night. Hopefully we're getting better 
with that.” 

NU is just 2-6 in those eight matches 
against rated opponents, but Cook doesn’t 
think that should be held against it. 

“| don’t think you can penalize Nebraska 
or some of these other teams that are play- 
ing Top 25 teams all the time when some 
of these other conferences don’t play any 
ranked teams,” Cook said. “So there needs 
to be a reward in that.” 


lala, - TV 


Junior outside hitter Kelsey Fien came 
on strong late in the season. Fien had 70 
kills in the first five matches in November. 

Cook said Fien found some confidence 
she had been lacking most of her career. 
Part of that came from the trip to China last 
summer when she saw that the Chinese 
players weren’t very big, but were still able 
to get kills. 

“She realized she didn’t have to bounce 
every ball and hit the same shot every time. 
That’s the big change she made,” 


ery shot. She changes up. She’s 
a fastball pitcher to change-up, cutter, slider. 
That’s hard to defend.” 
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Cook 
said. “If you look at her now, she has ev- | 
gone from | 
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7. Wears No. 87 (offense) 


8. lowa campus location 

9. NU’s division in Big Ten Conference 

10, Leading tackler vs. Wisconsin 

13.1971 Outland Trophy winner 

16, Offensive line coach 

19, Leading rusher vs, Wisconsin 

21, Ex-Husker punter, now with Baltimore Ravens 
23, Wears No. 74 (offense) 

24, lowa's bowl game after 2013 season 

28. lowa head coach 

29, Offensive tackle who is son of ex-Husker 
30, Wears No, 98 (defense) 


31. Radio play-by-play announcer 


17 DOWN 
2. Radio color commentator 

3. Day of week for NU-Iowa game 

4. NU career leader in receiving yards 

5. Former lowa head coach in College Football Hall of Fame 
6. Maliek Collins’ home state 

10, 2018 non-conference opponent 

11. Linebacker in Nebraska Football Hall of Fame 2014 class 
12, NU’s third Heisman Trophy winner 

14. Ex-Husker defensive back, now with Oakland Raiders 

15. lowa school color 

17. lowa nickname 

18. Off. lineman in Nebraska Football Hall of Fame 2014 class 
20. 2015 non-conference opponent 

22. Bo Pelini’s alma mater 

25. Recovered 2 fumbles vs. Wisconsin 

26. Wears No. 90 (defense) 

27. lowa’s Heisman Trophy winner 


28. Wide receivers coach 
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